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  Dear students and families, 

 

   The process of selecting courses for the coming school year requires careful planning and 

decision-making.  The goals you have set for your education and post-high school 

experiences will be achieved in large measure by the program you select. 

   While it is true that your selections reflect your interests and abilities, be open-minded 

about your choices. Analyze the elective offerings in all departments and consider 

enriching your experience by trying a variety of courses.  

   Appropriate selection of courses during pre-registration helps ensure placement in the 

course of your choice. Your teachers will help you by recommending the next appropriate 

course in your program of study. You will also meet with your counselor about course 

selection.  

   I hope you select a program that will be challenging, enjoyable, and rewarding! 

 

Timothy Canty 

Principal
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  WILTON HIGH SCHOOL 

PROGRAM OF STUDIES 2010-2011 
  

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

This catalog of course descriptions has been prepared to assist you and your parents in 

planning your high school program for next year and the years to come. The importance of 

careful selection on your part cannot be overemphasized.  Your guidance counselor, 

members of the staff, and the administration are available to assist you in making sound 

decisions regarding your course selection. 

Parents are invited to bring any special considerations regarding course selection and 

student placement to the attention of the counselors. 

Under Board of Education policy, all courses are open to students regardless of race, 

color, creed, religion, national origin, gender, age, marital status, or disability.   

 

WILTON HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

 
Wilton High School is a community of learners dedicated to academic and 

personal excellence.  Within a nurturing, respectful environment, we foster 

scholarship, character, and citizenship.   

 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING 

 
Reading - WHS students will demonstrate proficiency in understanding, 

interpretation, and evaluation of both fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Writing - WHS students will produce well-developed essays that convey ideas 

clearly and fluently by demonstrating proficiency in organization, support, 

sentence structure, diction, and mechanics. 

Critical thinking - WHS students will judge the relevance of an idea, marshal 

evidence for an idea, and use ideas for prediction or explanation. 

Creative thinking - WHS students will find innovative solutions to problems and 

express interrelationships among disciplines. 

Listening - WHS students will demonstrate proficiency in extrapolating and 

evaluating information presented through lectures, group discussions and various 

media. 

Research - WHS students will recognize the need to make distinctions between 

multiple sources of information and determine the appropriate process to locate, 

access, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate print and non-print resources.   

Presentation - WHS students will produce oral and visual presentations to 

express, develop, persuade and substantiate ideas and experiences. 

Technology - WHS students will master the basic concepts of technology and will 

use technology resources responsibly to increase productivity, enhance 

communication, research and process information, develop problem solving 

strategies, and make informed decisions.   

Mathematics - WHS students will read, understand, and model with appropriate 

skills and technology various mathematical situations. 
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  Science - WHS students will apply concepts of science and the scientific method 

to daily life and understand that science is more than facts, principles and 

formulas. 

U. S. History - WHS Students will develop an understanding of the major 

historical periods, issues and trends in U.S. History, as well as understand the 

political, economic and legal systems at the national, state and local levels. 

World Language - WHS students will listen, speak, read and write proficiently in 

at least one language other than English and will understand the culture of that 

language consistent with the level of language study. 

Fitness/Health - WHS students will design a personal fitness program based on 

an accurately assessed fitness profile and demonstrate the requirements of a 

healthy lifestyle through research methods and presentations.    

Fine and Performing Arts - WHS students will demonstrate proficiency in 

creating, performing, and responding with understanding in at least one artistic 

discipline.   

Applied Arts - WHS students will demonstrate knowledge of economic concepts 

and perform practical applications while utilizing interpersonal, marketable, and 

“real world” life skills.   

Futures’ Planning - WHS students will identify their strengths and interests and 

evaluate post-high school opportunities.   
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MINIMUM GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

In order to graduate from the Wilton Public Schools, a student must have earned a 

minimum of 23.50 credits and must have met the credit distribution requirements.  Students 
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  must also demonstrate what they know and are able to do by meeting graduation 

performance requirements in reading, writing, and mathematics. 

 

Humanities 

4 years of English 

3 years of Social Studies, including U.S. History, Government and an area studies 

course 

1 year of Fine and Performing Arts or a semester of each 

1 additional year in the Humanities from: 

English, Social Studies, World Languages, the Arts or Reading, Psychology 

 

Sciences 

3 years of Mathematics 

1 year of Biological Science 

1 year of Physical Science 

 

Applied Arts 

1 year required from Family and Consumer Sciences, Technology Education or 

Business Education or a semester from any two. 

 

Physical Education/Health 

4 semesters of Physical Education/Health to be distributed as follows: 

1 semester taken each year in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 

1 semester of Adolescent Health in grade 10 

 

Elective Courses………………………..…. 6 credits 

Total Required for Graduation…………23.50 credits 

 

NOTE:  Students who receive a passing grade in a course, but wish to repeat the course 

will receive credit for the course only once.  Both grades will appear on the transcript and 

will be computed as part of the GPA. 
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  WILTON HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMANCE BASED GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

A.  Performance Requirements & Definitions 

 

Reading  In order to graduate from Wilton High School, a student will 

demonstrate proficiency in understanding, interpreting, and evaluating both fiction 

and non-fiction texts.  

 

Writing     In order to graduate from Wilton High School, a student will produce a 

well-developed essay that conveys ideas clearly and fluently by demonstrating 

proficiency in organization, support, sentence structure, diction and mechanics.  

  

Mathematics In order to graduate from Wilton High School, a student will 

read and understand the content of appropriate quantitative questions; choose a 

mathematical model to use with a given “real world” situation; demonstrate the 

arithmetic, algebraic and geometric skills needed to use various mathematical 

models; use appropriate technology to study and represent various mathematical 

models; and write an explanation of both the process and the results of applying a 

mathematical model to various mathematical situations.  

 

B.   Performance Requirements Assessments    

 

Reading 

 

The performance graduation requirement in reading may be met by satisfactory 

completion of ONE of the following: 

 

1.  Meeting state mastery goal on Connecticut Academic Performance Test 

(CAPT) Reading Across the Disciplines; OR 

2. An SAT I score of 500 or above on /Critical Reading; OR 

3.  An ACT score of 20 or above on Reading; OR  

4. (For Seniors only) Achieve a satisfactory score on the DRP reading 

assessment; OR 

5. (For seniors only) Satisfactory score on performance-based portfolio 

assignment assessed against Academic Expectations for Student 

Learning in Reading school-wide rubric. 

 

Writing 

 

The performance graduation requirement in writing may be met by satisfactory 

completion of ONE of the following: 

 

 1.  Meeting state mastery goal on Connecticut Academic Performance Test 

(CAPT) Writing Across the Disciplines; OR 

               2.   An SAT I score of 500 or above on Writing; OR 

 3.           An ACT score of 7 or above on Writing; OR 
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               4.         Achieve a score of 3 or above on AP U.S. History, AP European History 

AP English Language exam, or AP Literature exam; OR 

5. (For Seniors only) Achieve a score of 24 or above out of 36 (with a 

minimum score of 4 on at least 5 of the six sections) on ERB Writing 

Grade 10 prompt; OR 

6. (For seniors only) Satisfactory score on performance-based portfolio 

assignment assessed against Academic Expectations for Student 

Learning in Writing school-wide rubric. 

 

Mathematics 

 

The performance graduation requirement in math may be met by satisfactory 

completion of ONE of the following: 

 

1.  Meeting state mastery goal on Connecticut Academic Performance Test 

(CAPT) Math Exam; OR 

2.  An SAT I score of 500 or above on Mathematics; OR 

3.  An SAT II score of 550 or above on Mathematics subject test; OR 

4. An ACT score of 20 or above on Mathematics; OR  

5.  Achieve a score of 3 or above on AP Calculus AB/BC exam; OR 

6. (For seniors only) Successful completion of a fourth year of 

mathematics; OR 

7. (For seniors only) Achieve a satisfactory score on ERB mathematics 

exam. 

8. (For seniors only) Satisfactory score on performance-based portfolio 

assignment assessed against Academic Expectations for Student 

Learning in Mathematics school-wide rubric. 

 

COURSE LOAD AND GRADE LEVEL REQUIREMENTS 

Seniors and Juniors: Must schedule at least SIX courses each semester 

*Note: Juniors with fewer than TWELVE credits or Seniors 

with fewer than EIGHTEEN credits must register for SEVEN 

courses each semester. 

 Sophomores:        Must schedule SEVEN courses and a STUDY HALL each 

semester. 

Freshmen:             Must schedule SEVEN courses and a STUDY HALL each 

semester. 

If you are interested in scheduling more than seven courses, see your counselor for 

approval.  
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  GRADING SYSTEM 

   At Wilton High School your performance will be evaluated using the following letter 

grades:  (the symbols also carry a numerical value used to determine your grade point 

average) 

 A   = 4.00  C+ = 2.30  P = Pass and Course Credit  

 A-  = 3.70 C   = 2.00    N = No Record on Transcript  

 B+ = 3.30 C-  = 1.70  

 B   = 3.00    D+ = 1.30      

 B-  = 2.70   D   = 1.00          

  D-  = 0.70           

  F    =   0             

            WP (Withdrew Passing)  =   0                            

            WF (Withdrew Failing)   =   0   

I     (Incomplete)           =    0 

 

  Students have 30 school days to make up an Incomplete. After the 30-day period, if you 

have not made up the work, you will fail that course for the quarter. 

 

HONOR ROLL STANDARDS 

      A)  Placement on the High Honor Roll is limited to students with at least a 3.75 Grade 

Point Average, with no grade below B-.  A student with a minimum of four letter 

grades of A or B and no incompletes is eligible for the High Honor Roll.  

B)   Placement on the Honor Roll is limited to students with at least a 3.00 Grade Point 

Average and no grade below C-.  A student with a minimum of four letter grades 

of A, B or C and no incompletes is eligible for the Honor Roll.  

C)  All courses taken for which a grade of A through F is given are computed in the 

Grade Point Average. Honor Roll eligibility is based on the 9-week marking 

period grades only.  Please let the main office know if you do not wish to have 

your name published in the honor roll in the local newspaper. 

 

EARLY GRADUATION 

   You may earn your high school diploma in less than four years by increasing your course 

load during the school year. The following guidelines apply: 

1. Plans for early graduation should be made at least one semester in advance. 

2. The application form for early graduation is available in the Guidance Office. It 

must be completed and submitted to your counselor. 

3. The student’s total program must be reviewed and approved by his/her parents, 

counselor, selected teachers, school psychologist, assistant principal, student 

assistance team and the principal. 

4. The student must obtain a minimum of 23.50 credits as outlined on page 6. 

5. If a student is applying for early graduation at the end of his/her junior year, 

he/she is considered a graduating junior. 

  

PASS/NO RECORD OPTION 

   You may take a maximum of 1 credit per year on a Pass/No Record basis. You can 

choose to use the 1 credit option to take a difficult subject with less anxiety. In any case,  
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you must decide on this option within the first 20 class days of the particular course.    

After the first 20 days, the Pass/No Record option can be approved by the teacher only. 

 

DROPPED COURSE POLICY 

* Students who drop courses within the first ten class days of a semester will receive no 

record of the course on the report card or transcript. 

* Students who drop a semester course after the first ten class days of a semester will 

receive either a WP (Withdrew Passing) or a WF (Withdrew Failing) on their report card 

and transcript and no credit. 

* Students who withdraw from a year-long course after the first ten days and before the end 

of first semester will receive a WP (Withdrew Passing) or a WF (Withdrew Failing) on 

their report card and transcript and no credit.  

* Students who withdraw passing from a year-long course at the end of the first semester 

will receive a P (Pass) as a final average for the semester on their report card and transcript 

and a 0.5 credit for the half-year experience. 

* Students who withdraw failing from a year-long course at the end of the first semester 

will receive a WF on their report card and transcript and no credit. 

 

SCHOOL COUNSELING SERVICES 
<www.wilton.k12.ct.us/whs/gui/Guidance/guidance.php> 

The purpose of the School Counseling Department is to help meet the ongoing educational, 

personal and post high school planning needs of students through counseling and related 

activities and to provide assistance to teachers and parents as needed and requested. Two 

school psychologists and a social worker are available to provide additional services. The 

counselors encourage their students to stop by and make appointments to discuss their 

academic and personal progress.  

Personal Counseling 

Individual counseling  

Parent/student conferences  

Relationship  

Stress  

Academic/Educational Counseling 

Academic Support (as needed)  

Course selections  

Individual counseling  

Teacher/Student/Counselor/Parents Conferences  

Teacher / Support Staff Consultations  
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  Post High School Counseling 

Career Exploration / Myers Briggs Career Profile (Naviance)  

College Alternatives / Fair  

College Career Resource Center Services  

Family Connection powered by Naviance  

Financial Aid Planning / Workshop evening presentation  

Guidance / College Career Center Websites  

Individual counseling  

Junior / Senior Meetings  

Parent/Student Conferences  

Post High School Planning evening (Jrs and Parents)  

Post High School Planning Handbook  

Real World Career Panel presentations for Juniors (WEF)  

Sophomore Personality Profiler (Naviance)  

Timelines (grade 9 and 10 distribution)  

Additional Programs 

Activity Period  

Bon Ami - New Students  

Faculty Mentor Program Liaison  

Peervention (Grades 10 - 12)  

Pupil Study Team  

Student Assistance Team  

RECOMMENDED COURSES FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 

Colleges are looking for diversity and rigor in the high school record.  Below is a suggested 

college-prep course load:  

 English (4 years) 

 Mathematics (3-4 years) algebra I, geometry, algebra II 

 Social Studies (3-4 years) 

 Lab Science (3-4 years) 

 World Language (2-4 years, same language) 

 

With over 3000 college and universities in the US, there are always going to be exceptions 

to the above.  However, a four year comprehensive and balanced program in the traditional 

academic subjects is strongly advised. Wilton High School Students should strive for a 

schedule that provides the optimal, appropriate academic challenge while still allowing 

time for activities they choose to enrich their lives.  

 

COURSES TAKEN IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Advanced courses in mathematics and world language taken by students in middle school 

will appear on the high school transcript but will not be included into the GPA. Colleges 

count these courses when analyzing an applicant’s preparation, recognizing that students 

have completed prerequisites in middle school if they enrolled in the next course in the 

sequence at the beginning of high school.  
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FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Students are encouraged to become involved in the many extra-curricular activities offered 

by the school and community. Colleges consider a student’s commitment to various extra-

curricular experiences when making admissions decisions. However, involvement, while 

important, does not substitute for a strong academic record.  Therefore, students and 

families should carefully consider the impact of commitment to extra-curricular activities 

on the student’s ability to maintain a healthy, balanced life. 

 

TCCi FAMILY CONNECTION 

Family Connection @ WHS powered by Naviance © 

Wilton High School selected Family Connection powered by Naviance as a 

comprehensive Website to use in making decisions about colleges and careers. Family 

Connection is linked with WorkspaceK12 by Naviance Succeed, which we use in the 

Guidance Office to track and analyze data about college and career plans; it provides up-to-

date information that is specific to Wilton High School.  

 

Family Connection will allow our students and guidance counselors to: 

 

● Keep track of the Post-High School Planning process – Build a resume, complete the 

Senior Questionnaire for the Counselor Letter of Recommendation, and manage timelines 

and deadlines for making decisions about colleges and careers. 

 

● Research colleges – Compare GPA, SAT scores, and other statistics to actual historical 

data from our school for students who have applied and been admitted in the past (Class of 

2006-Present).                   

● Access links to our WHS Website, College Board, ACT, Scholarships, Rep Visits, 

Common Application and more.  

 

Students receive a personal access code and instructions for accessing Family Connection. 

We encourage all students to log on to their account at the start of the school year. In 

addition, parents may access the site as “guest”. The Web address for our Family 

Connection @ WHS is < https://connection.naviance.com/wilton>  or go to 

<www.wiltonhs.com> --- drop down link “Family Connection-Naviance” is listed under 

“Guidance”. The “guest” password is: wiltoncths. 

KEY TO SYMBOLS DESCRIBING COURSES 

 AL - All Year 

 S1 - First Semester  S2 - Second Semester 

 Q1 - First Quarter  Q2 - Second Quarter 

 Q3 - Third Quarter  Q4 - Fourth Quarter 

 

http://connection..naviance.com/wilton
http://www.wiltonhs.com/
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  SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

   This section includes descriptions of programs that differ in subject matter and/or 

approaches from regular courses. These special programs offer unique opportunities to 

learn through experiences outside the school building, to learn independently through 

individually developed projects aided by an advisor, to study ideas which cannot be  

 

categorized into a single subject matter department, and to participate in seminars aimed at 

developing individual potential.  

   Review these programs, ask questions about them, and consider the possibilities they 

might offer you as part of your high school program. 

 

095 (S1) GENERAL STUDIES LAB                           Grade 9 - 12         Credit 1/2 

  (S2) 

General Studies Lab offers a workshop experience during which students are given study 

and reading strategies which are then applied to their classroom assignments.  Subjects 

covered are speed reading, note-taking, memorizing, test-taking, time management, reading 

comprehension, essay writing, and vocabulary study. 

 

001 (AL) FRESHMAN FORUM Grade 9  Credit 1/4 

    With our increased student enrollment, it has become more evident that it is important to 

personalize the school climate, create smaller communities within the school, begin to 

address the “whole child”, and help students fully access the programs in high school in 

support of their individual goals and interests.  In addition to their counselor, freshmen will  

have a faculty mentor who helps support them with their transition from middle school to 

high school.  The program’s major goals include:  1) to help personalize a large school 

setting 2) to help students learn about and access the programs and extra-curricular  

activities here at Wilton High 3) to help freshmen identify their academic strengths and 

areas of concern 4) to provide a forum where students can set and achieve personal and  

academic goals 5) to learn school success, self-advocacy and problem-solving skills and  6) 

to provide a safe, caring place to discuss relevant high school topics with their classmates 

and faculty mentor. 

 

002 (AL) SOPHOMORE SEMINAR (Not offered 2010-2011) Grade 10

  Credit 1/4 

    As a continuation of the Freshman Forum, the Sophomore Seminar is designed to 

provide an environment that personalizes the school community through learning about the 

school, oneself, and one another in a small group setting.  In addition to the counselor, 

sophomores will remain with their freshman faculty mentor to provide continuity as they 

continue to grow in Wilton High School.  The program’s major goals include:   

1) Leadership 2) Team Building 3) Community Service 4) Awareness of Diversity. 

   The sophomore mentor program will meet on a monthly basis during an activity period.  

As part of the activity period, freshmen, juniors, and seniors will have an opportunity to 

participate in assembly programs, as well as special workshops focused on bringing Wilton 

High School’s Civic and Social Expectations for Student Learning to life. 
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     Students involved in Peervention, as well as other upper classmen will have an 

opportunity to participate in leadership roles through the Freshman Forum and Sophomore 

Seminar programs. 

 

993 (AL) CAREER PRACTICUM Grade 11 - 12            Credit 4 

  This program is available for juniors and seniors who are interested in acquiring career 

skills and training.  The goals of this program are to improve the quality and relevance of  

education for students, and improve upon their knowledge of and access to high-skill, high-

growth occupations.   

 Students are required to take four regular classes, attend scheduled seminars once during 

the 8-day cycle, and engage in on-site training at a career site for a minimum of fifteen 

hours per week.  Career sites correlate with student’s interests and abilities.  Classroom 

seminar topics include goal and objective setting, career exploration, transferable skill 

identification, resume building, job search, interview techniques, and exploring the 

workplace environment. 

  Admission is by counselor or administrator referral only. 

 

990 SENIOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

  This program gives Wilton High School seniors the opportunity to explore an area of 

interest outside the constructs of their usual class schedule.   Internships allow students to 

investigate areas of personal interest through placement at internship sites, including 

community agencies, schools, and profit/non-profit organizations.  To be eligible, students 

must have earned at least a 2.0 cumulative grade point average and have no credit loss 

during senior year.  An application and recommendations are required for students to be 

considered for an internship.  Upon approval, students will complete second semester 

course obligations before beginning an internship for the last five weeks of the school year 

(excluding final exam days).  Students will be required to complete 30 hours per week at 

their internship site, maintain a journal of internship experiences, and complete a reflective 

paper at the end of the program.  Faculty advisors will monitor student progress and 

performance throughout the experience.  Credit for all fourth quarter courses will be 

contingent on successful completion of the internship. 

 

  The addition of a senior year internship experience will help students to: 

 

    Enrich the second semester experience for seniors by providing an authentic and 

   quality educational experience in the field. 

 Provide a smooth transition into post high school life / experiences by 

empowering students to pursue goals, work independently, and guide their own 

learning outcomes. 

 Provide students with an opportunity to participate in the planning of a senior 

internship that is based on their strengths and areas of interest. 

 Integrate student learning with real world experience. 
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  950 (AL) WILTON HIGH SCHOOL WORK EXPERIENCE          

 Grade 11 - 12    Credit 1 or 2 

   The purpose of the WHS Work Experience program is to provide the student with an 

opportunity to experience personal growth through work experience and to make 

meaningful post-high school plans. Participants must be juniors or seniors and must 

provide proof of employment. Students who work a minimum of 15 hours per week are 

eligible to receive .25 credits per marking period; twenty-two or more hours are eligible for 

.5 credits per marking period. Employer evaluations will be required and credit will be 

awarded quarterly. No formal classes are held. Students interested in this program must 

register with their counselor during the first two weeks of each quarter.  Students cannot 

receive credit for work completed over the summer. 

 

EXTERNAL CREDIT OPTIONS 

All students need to earn 23.50 credits to graduate from Wilton High School.  On 

occasion, students can seek approval to take a course outside of Wilton High School’s 

program of studies and once approved, apply the course and credits earned toward 

graduation requirements.  The following guidelines will be used to determine external 

credit approval. 

 

1. In order to earn a Wilton High School diploma, students enrolled since freshman year at 

Wilton High School are expected to earn the vast majority of their credits from courses 

taken at Wilton High School. 

 

2. All approved external courses, including online courses taken to accelerate placement, to 

meet prerequisites, for enrichment purposes, or to meet graduation requirements, must have 

prior course/program approval by the instructional leader of the appropriate department, 

guidance counselor, and associate principal.   

 

3. The following are examples of programs that offer courses that have been approved for 

credit to meet graduation requirements.  External courses to earn credit must take place 

after enrollment as a Wilton High School student. 

 
o Approved Summer School List 

o Brien McMahon High School 

o Danbury High School 

o Greens Farm Academy 

o New Canaan High School 

o Ridgefield High School 

o Staples High School 

o Trumbull High School 

 



1188  

  A student who fails a course is encouraged to make up credit by attending an approved 

accredited summer school program.  If a student wishes to take a course not listed on the 

above Wilton High School Approved Summer School List, administrative approval is 

necessary prior to enrollment.  Credit will be determined by the number of hours in 

attendance (60 hours for ½ credit and 120 hours for one credit).   

 

o Connecticut colleges and universities and community colleges 

o Online learning programs 

Students at Wilton High School have the option of enrolling in distance or online 

“virtual learning” courses.  Enrollment in these courses must be pre-approved by 

the department instructional leader, guidance counselor, and the associate 

principal.  Students should note that if the course is offered at Wilton High 

School, students are expected to take the course in the traditionally scheduled 

class.  Credits earned will be determined as part of the approval process. 

o Other 

 
4. Students new to Wilton High School will not have their previous high school courses 

listed on their Wilton High School transcript.  Transfer credits will be determined and 

awarded for those courses that align with our credit system.  The previous school’s 

grades will not be factored into the GPA calculation.   

 

5. Any student wishing to earn external credit must complete the form for external course 

approval.  The form is available in the guidance office and requires approval from the 

instructional leader of the appropriate department, guidance counselor, and associate 

principal prior to registering for the course. 

 

6. The course title will be placed on the transcript at the time of enrollment.  If students 

do not complete a course, a WP or WF will be issued on their report card and 

transcript with no credit.  Completed courses with letter grades will be calculated in 

the grade point average. 

 

CONNECTICUT VIRTUAL LEARNING CENTER 

Students may elect to take courses through the Connecticut Virtual Learning Center.  

The center provides full curriculum, full rigor Advanced Placement, world language, and 

core curriculum courses.  All courses are fully interactive and are taught by Connecticut 

certified teachers.  Students and teachers will use a variety of online tools to communicate 

and work through the course material.    These courses are College Board and NCAA 

approved.  Students and families must pay the cost for enrollment in these courses. 
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INDEPENDENT STUDY  Grade 9 - 12      Credit 1/2 or 1 

Independent study is an educational opportunity that helps a student to investigate a 

specialized area of interest or acquire specific information or skills.  The program can best 

be used as a means of providing educational experiences that are not part of the present 

curriculum.  In order to initiate an independent study, a student must do the following: 

 

 Identify an area of interest for further study. 

 Obtain consent from a certified teacher to serve as an independent study 

supervisor. 

 Discuss your ideas for an independent study with your counselor and obtain 

an independent study contract. 

 Meet with your independent study supervisor to jointly complete the above 

mentioned form and determine a deadline for completion. 

 Submit completed form to counselor for approval by the associate principal. 

Independent study projects may not begin until approval is granted. 

 60 hours of work are required for ½ credit.  120 hours are required for one 

credit. 

 Verification of completion of the independent study is required before credit 

can be granted and verification must be submitted to the counselor no later 

than 60 days after the completion of the independent study.  Failure to 

complete your Independent Study will result in a WF on your transcript. The 

course title will be placed on the transcript at the time of enrollment.  If 

students do not complete the independent study, a WF will be issued on their 

transcript with no credit.  Completed courses with letter grades will be 

calculated in your grade point average. 

 

CLASSICAL GREEK LANGUAGE PROGRAM  

HONORS LEVEL INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 

CLASSICAL GREEK (Attic and Homeric)    1 Credit 
Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced Ancient Greek classes are held at regularly 

scheduled meetings either prior to or following the regular school day.  This honors level 

program of study offers an accelerated, rigorously paced course for students who have 

superior linguistic skills.  Students are expected to work independently and demonstrate 

consistent memorization of verbal paradigms, grammatical rules and a working Greek 

vocabulary.  Intermediate and Advanced level classes are college level courses which focus 

on the reading of original Greek literature including Homer, the tragedians, and Plato.  

Teacher approval required.  

 

SCHOOL CHOICE OPTIONS 

The state supports inter-district school transfers under the Open Choice program in four 

cities and their surrounding suburbs: Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven, and New London.  

This program allows city students to attend city schools on a space-available basis.  

Options may include: magnet, charter, vocational-technical schools and vocational 

agriculture centers.  Please contact the Guidance Office for further information on these 

School Choice options. 
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  ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

     The Academy for the Performing Arts is a part time magnet high school program for 

students interested in the performing arts.  It is administered by Cooperative Educational 

Services.  The program provides eligible high school students training in Dance, Theater, 

Musical Theater, and Music Theory as well as Video and Film Technique.  The program at 

The Academy For the Performing Arts is continually growing and evolving. 

     Students receive credit toward graduation while studying the arts through an 

interdisciplinary approach from professional artists.  Eligibility is extended to students in  

grades 9-12 in Darien, Greenwich, New Canaan, Norwalk, Ridgefield, Stamford and 

Wilton.  

     Classes are held Monday through Thursday from 1:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  All interested 

students are encouraged to apply.  Applications are available at the public schools and 

Cooperative Educational Services administrative offices. For additional information please 

contact your Counselor. 

 

CENTER FOR GLOBAL STUDIES 

    The Center for Global Studies magnet school provides students from Southern Fairfield 

County high schools with an opportunity to study the Japanese and Chinese culture through 

course offerings in language, literature and history at Brien McMahon High School in 

Norwalk.  CGS core curricula include Japanese and Chinese language study with beginner, 

intermediate and advanced levels.  Also, students meeting set criteria can opt for honors 

level study.  Comparative Japanese and Chinese literature surveys works that have themes 

universal in nature and relevant to a high school language arts curriculum.  Students read 

Japanese and Chinese translated works of literary merit within the genres of poetry, short 

stories and novels.  Included selected works reflect authors recognized within the canon of  

great literature worldwide.  Students are required to study and produce essays of varying 

types throughout the school year.  There are two major research paper/projects, one  

each semester.  Independent honors level study is offered to students meeting prescribed 

academic standards.  Japanese and Chinese history explores the social, political and 

economic dynamics that articulate the uniqueness of each society.  An interdisciplinary 

approach integrates literature and history.  All other courses required by student’s home 

schools are met through Brien McMahon’s mainstream classes.  In March, CGS hosts 

Japanese high school students who stay with CGS families, attend classes within the 

magnet school and Brien McMahon.  In May and July of each year, CGS students travel to 

Japan for a two week home-stay and study-tour with its sister high school.  CGS students  

live with Japanese families and attend a special schedule of classes at a Japanese high 

school.  In addition, students tour historically significant sites and draw upon the 

experience as field study for their research projects. Chinese study tour and home stay 

arrangements are being negotiated for the 2010-2011 school year. 
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NCC PARTNERSHIP 

 Norwalk Community College (NCC) will waive the tuition and fees during the 2010-2011 

school year for Wilton High School students if the following criteria are met: 

 

1. The student must be a junior or senior and have an 80 average.  Students with special 

educational needs will be considered. 

 

2. The student must be recommended by the High School Partnership Program (HSPP) 

Coordinator of the Wilton Public Schools, in cooperation with the high school 

principal. 

3. Other operating parameters include: 

 Before the start of each semester, the principal will identify in writing to the 

College, the counselor, teacher, or administrator to serve as Coordinator for the HSPP. 

 The student's tuition and fees will be waived by the College for a maximum of 

two courses per semester.  However, based on the recommendation of the HSPP 

Coordinator, high school seniors may enroll in additional courses with payment of 

tuition and fees. 

 Regular admissions procedures will be required of the high school students, 

including participation in NCC's academic assessment program, which will help 

determine proper placement in college courses.  Exceptions for assessment, based on 

scholastic average, will be made with the recommendation of the high school principal 

and concurrence of the College Admissions Office. 

 The course for which tuition and fees will be waived will be offered on the main 

campus of NCC, Monday through Friday, day and evening, and Saturday during the  

day.  This agreement applies only to General Fund credit courses and on a space-

available basis. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 

The University of Connecticut Early College Experience (UCONN ECE) provides 

academically-motivated students with the opportunity to take university courses while in 

high school.  These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build 

confidence in their readiness for college, and earn college credits that provide both an 

academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. 

UCONN ECE instructors are high school teachers certified as adjunct professors by the 

University.  UCONN ECE faculty foster independent learning, creativity and critical 

thinking – all important for success in college.  To support rigorous learning, University of 

Connecticut academic resources, including library and online classroom access, are 

available to all UCONN ECE students. 

    UCONN ECE students must successfully complete the course with a grade of C or 

above in order to receive University credit.  UCONN credits are transferable to many 

colleges and universities.  Students are charged a $25 per credit processing fee. 

Wilton High School currently offers a UCONN ECE course in Physics.  Students may 

have access to the UCONN ECE course by registering for  AP Spanish, AP Environmental 

Science, Physics 3.  Actual offerings will depend on enrollment patterns and staffing  
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assignments.  Students will be notified if they have registered for an approved UCONN 

ECE offering. 

For additional program information visit:  www.ece.ucon.edu. 

 

HENRY ABBOTT TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Located on Hayestown Avenue in Danbury, Abbott Tech is a four-year high school 

specializing in such areas as auto mechanics and auto body, hairdressing and cosmetology, 

electronics, manufacturing technology, graphic communications, plumbing, drafting, 

carpentry, heating ventilation and air conditioning, and culinary arts.  While Abbott Tech 

prefers students to start their program as a freshman, the school will consider upper-class  

students for admission depending on space availability.  For additional information, please 

contact your counselor.   

 

WESTHILL HIGH SCHOOL REGIONAL VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 

CENTER 

  Located in Stamford, this program offers students interested in agriscience and 

technology an opportunity to get a high school diploma while specializing in agriculture 

and animal science.  The program includes career internships leading to careers such as 

equine management, floral design, landscaping, wetland ecology, marine biology, and 

veterinary medicine.  See your counselor for additional information about this program.   

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM - World Language Courses 

   The Wilton Continuing Education Program invites Wilton High School students who 

wish to strengthen conversational skills to attend afternoon or evening courses in the 

following languages:  Chinese, Spanish, German, and Italian.  Courses are divided into  

multiple levels.  There is a fall, winter and spring semester.  To earn credit, prior 

course/program approval must be obtained by the guidance counselor, world languages 

instructional leader, and associate principal.  Courses offered depend upon sufficient 

enrollment.  Further questions should be directed to the guidance counselor. 

 

ALTERNATIVE EVENING SCHOOL 

   This evening instructional program provides an opportunity for students 16 years or older 

to pursue an alternative course of study toward their diploma. It is particularly directed 

toward students who (1) can function more effectively in classes with more structure and 

who need a constructive and meaningful alternative to homebound instruction, leave of  

absence or withdrawal from school and (2) need to obtain specific course credits or meet 

minimum course requirements for graduation, and who are employed full-time during 

school hours. 

     The program currently offers full credit courses in English, Mathematics, Social 

Studies, and Science. The program of studies in each course is individualized and geared to 

the following objectives: 

 

• Help students improve their basic skills in Math, English, Social Studies and Science;  

• Assist students in developing problem-solving skills through goal setting; 

• Help students develop and practice skills in self-motivation;  
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• Help students build confidence in their ability to overcome difficulties;  

• Assist students in appropriate career exploration and planning.  

Admission to the Alternative Evening School is by application to the school counselor and 

Pupil Study Team in each district. 
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APPLIED ARTS 
 

Applied Arts at Wilton High School encompasses programs in business, family and 

consumer science, and technology education. Actual scheduled courses for 2010 - 2011 

will depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 

 

   The Business Department offers a program of studies designed for students interested in 

acquiring business knowledge in selected areas. The diversity of courses offers many 

opportunities for obtaining valuable skills and practical information. Computer applications 

are utilized in several courses. 

   Actual courses scheduled in 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment.   

 

613 (S1) PERSONAL FINANCE Grade 9-12 Credit 1/2 

       (S2)  

Students learn the problems and difficulties of managing their money in real-life 

situations. Emphasis is placed on the planning and organization of an individual’s finances.  

Areas covered are checking accounts, interest, investments, taxes, budgeting, credit, 

insurance, and buying goods and services. Computer simulations are integrated into the 

course. 

 

618 (S1) INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS  Grades 9-12 Credit 1/2 

(S2)  

This course provides students with the opportunity to analyze and compare the 

geographic, social, cultural, political, legal and economic factors that impact and shape 

international business.  It will integrate business and world events that are affecting 

worldwide economics. 

 

623 (S1) BUSINESS LAW Grade 10-12 Credit 1/2  

       (S2) 

This course exposes the student to important legal points and problems in everyday 

activities. Emphasis is placed on learning one’s legal rights and obligations in relation to 

civil law. Areas covered: contracts, employment, sales contracts, owning and renting 

property, wills, and negotiable instruments. 

 

625 (S1, S2) MARKETING                                                       Grade 9-12        Credit 1/2  

This course explores the growing and dynamic field of marketing. Areas to be covered 

include the product/service, consumer markets, advertising, sales promotion, pricing, 

consumer awareness, and other business concepts. Emphasis will be given to sports and 

entertainment.  Marketing students will be involved in both individual, group, and 

interdisciplinary projects.  
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  627 (AL) ACCOUNTING I Grade 10-12  Credit 1 

This course focuses on bookkeeping and accounting procedures needed for students 

considering majoring in business in college and for vocational and personal use.  

Accounting principles and procedures provide a broad understanding of business activities 

and concepts involved in running a business and preparing and understanding financial 

statements.  Computers will be integrated in various applications. 

 

628 (AL) ACCOUNTING II Grade 11-12    Credit 1 

This course expands upon the principles learned in Accounting I and introduces the 

student to partnership and corporate procedures.  Areas covered include cost accounting, 

inventory reports, depreciation, accrued income and expenses, budgeting and computer 

applications.  

 

6170 (S1) COMPUTER SKILLS & KEYBOARDING Grade 9-12             Credit 1/2  

         (S2) 

This course will begin with the development of keyboarding skills.  Once mastered, 

students will move on to broadening their use and understanding of essential word 

processing formatting for academic reports and business and personal letters.  They will 

also be introduced to spreadsheet and presentation software through the use of projects and 

presentations.  This is a hands-on, skill-building class that will enhance any student’s 

current abilities. 

 

6310 (S1) COMPUTER APPLICATIONS Grade 9-12 Credit 1/2 

         (S2) 

This course will provide students with computer applications that are used in many 

courses at Wilton High School and that most colleges/universities now require.  Extensive 

hands-on experiences using Windows software and Google applications will include the 

following areas:  advanced word processing, data base, spreadsheets, desktop publishing, 

presentations,  and the Internet.   

 

2791 (S1) COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 

          (S2) Grade 10-12      Credit 1/2 

 This semester course is designed for students interested in computer programming, who 

have a strong background in math. The Java programming language will be used as a tool 

for learning the principles of programming and developing sound programming techniques.   
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  FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 

The Family & Consumer Science Department offers opportunities for students to explore 

a variety of career options.  The Child Development, Culinary Arts, and Interior Design 

courses will enable students to make informed decisions concerning future education, 

occupational training, and employment opportunities.  These courses prepare students for 

the demands of the workplace as well as the challenges facing consumers. 

Actual courses scheduled in 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment.  

 

867 (S1) CHILD DEVELOPMENT I              Grades 10-12      Credit 1/2 

  (S2)  

869 (S1) CHILD DEVELOPMENT II Grades 10-12         Credit 1/2 

 (S2)         

These courses provide hands-on experience with teaching young children while working 

in the Helping Hands  Preschool.  The courses are designed to explore the growth and 

development of young children.  Students plan curriculum, teach lessons, observe and 

evaluate the preschool activities.  The on-site child care center provides students the 

opportunity to learn about and develop skills for early childhood careers. 

 

859 (S1) CULINARY ARTS  Grades 9-12           Credit 1/2 

  (S2) 

This course provides opportunities for students to explore the field of culinary arts, to 

acquire marketable skills in the food preparation field through hands-on experience, to 

develop management and communication skills necessary for success in the food service 

industry, and to explore career opportunities for employment or further education.   

 

861 (S1) ADVANCED CULINARY ARTS Grades 9-12 Credit 1/2    

  (S2) 

 This course carries the knowledge and skills learned in Culinary Arts to a higher level.  

Students will apply their previous experiences while exploring the management and 

operation of a food service program.  New and more extensive techniques allow students 

exposure to a variety of career opportunities.  Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts 

865 (S1) INTERIOR DESIGN                Grades 9-12         Credit 1/2  

  (S2) 

This course provides opportunities for students to learn the elements and principles of 

design while creating home interiors.  Using a variety of resources and technologies, 

students will design interiors that are personal, functional, practical, and aesthetic. Students 

will explore a variety of careers associated with Interior Design. 
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  TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 

The Technology Education Department provides students with opportunities to develop 

an understanding of the technical, occupational, and consumer aspects of technology and 

industry.  Engaging in individual and group activities, students acquire technical 

knowledge and skills by the planning, designing, and constructing of projects. 

   Actual courses scheduled during 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

127 (S1) STAGECRAFT** Grade 9-12      Credit 1/2  

(S2) 

       (For Applied Arts Credit) 

This course provides hands-on experience in several aspects of theatre production.  

Students study set design, set construction, and lighting.  Students apply their skills and 

knowledge in an authentic theatrical production.  Classes are conducted in the theatre and 

provide technical support for several school productions.  

**This course can be credited toward the graduation requirement in the Applied Arts or 

Humanities. 

 

683 (S1) VIDEO PRODUCTION 

  (S2) Grade 9 – 12        Credit 1/2 

From single-camera field production to digital video editing and multi-camera studio 

production, students will have the opportunity to design and create video productions.  In 

this hands-on course, students will explore many aspects of video production by 

incorporating pre-production, production, and post-production skills using professional 

video equipment. 

  

6831 (S1) ADVANCED VIDEO PRODUCTION  Grade 9 - 12 Credit 1/2 

          (S2)   

This course provides opportunities for students to expand their experiences in video 

production by using 3D + 2D animation, special effects software, advanced AVID, VT5, 

and Tri-Caster techniques.  Students will also be actively involved in the production of a 

WHS intranet news program. 

  

685 (S1) INTRODUCTION TO ARCHITECTURE   Grade 9 - 12       Credit 1/2 

   (S2)            

This course provides opportunities for students to acquire skills and knowledge in the 

area of architectural design.  Students will explore architectural styles and learn a variety of 

hand-drafting techniques and skills such as layout, line quality, lettering, and dimensioning.  

Students will develop original architectural designs, progressing from perspective 

sketching, through ground plans and elevations, and finally to 3D models.  The class will 

culminate with an introduction to AutoCAD. 

 

 ARCHITECTURE II 

 

This course provides opportunities for students to further their knowledge and skills in 

architectural design using AutoCAD. 
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ARCHITECTURE III 

 

This course provides opportunities for students to develop their previously learned skills 

and knowledge by progressing into 3D drafting and modeling using AutoCAD. 

 

ARCHITECTURE IV – VI 

 

These advanced courses provide opportunities for students to develop and complete 

individual or group student-proposed projects. 
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  ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 

Recognizing a diverse student population, the English Department has designed a 

program that respects each student’s interests, abilities, and goals. At the same time, the 

program acknowledges the common need of all students to think critically and 

communicate effectively through reading and writing.  In this program, the students move 

through sequentialy required courses that advance the skills of reading, writing, grammar, 

language appreciation, vocabulary development, speech, listening, and literary analysis. In 

addition, they select appropriate literature courses from offerings of varied content on 

graduated levels of sophistication.  Students who wish to “double-up” in English must seek 

the advice of their counselor and are expected to consult with their English teacher.   

Students should not take two English clases in one half of the year and none in the other. 

 

FOUR FULL YEARS IN ENGLISH ARE REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 

 One year in grade 9 and grade 10 

 One semester in a writing course (Writing Skills 11 or Expository Writing) 

 One year in literature study. This requirement may be met in grades 11 or 12. 

Although students may choose any course listed in the catalog in any semester, the 

English Department recommends which courses will be taught and the semester in which 

students will take them.  

   Actual scheduled courses for 2010-2011 will depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

9411 (AL) ENGLISH FUNDAMENTALS 1 Grade 9                     Credit 1 

9412 (AL) ENGLISH FUNDAMENTALS 2, 3, 4 Grade 10-12           

These courses are designed to reinforce basic English skills and are taught at a slower 

pace than basic English courses.  Courses provide instruction, practice, and reinforcement 

of basic reading, writing, listening, speaking and punctuation skills necessary for effective 

communication.  Some materials point to career planning.  A goal for the students is that 

they develop their use of English so that they can use it more effectively in their work. 

Admission by recommendation only. 

 

941 (AL) FRESHMAN ENGLISH 1           Grade 9      Credit 1 

This course provides the same instruction as Freshman English 2 but modifies 

assignments as appropriate for students who require a different pace or level of assessment.  

Skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking are reinforced, and students are 

challenged to progress in all areas necessary for effective communication and critical 

thinking.  See required readings below.  Admission by recommendation only. 

 

107 (AL) FRESHMAN ENGLISH 2 Grade 9    Credit 1 

 

Freshman English is a full-year required English course that introduces students to 

archetypes in myth and the Bible and to literary techniques used by authors in fiction, 

drama, poetry and graphic novels.  Students explore connections between literature and  

history.  They also learn effective writing techniques by reading models of good writing, 

studying grammar and vocabulary, trying different strategies for prewriting and drafting, 

writing for different audiences and purposes, and finally, by practicing revision and editing.   



3300  

   

Study skills, such as note-taking and annotation, are demonstrated and reinforced 

throughout the course.  Students also work on oral language skills through discussions, 

presentations, debates and recitations.  Required texts include:  Antigone, Lord of theFlies, 

Romeo and Juliet, A Separate Peace, Inherit the Wind, Maus I & II. 

 

981 (AL) HUMANITIES (Honors) (Program for Gifted Students)  

 Grade 9    Credit 2 

    Focusing on an interdisciplinary and conceptual study of art, literature, government, 

philosophy, and film, Humanities considers periods in Western History from the Dawn of 

Civilization to the present.  Taught by an English teacher and a Social Studies teacher, the 

course meets for two periods.  This course is open to students identified as gifted, as well 

as to those who qualify based on criteria that include academic record, standardized test 

scores, and teacher and counselor recommendations. 

942 (AL) THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IN LITERATURE AND WRITING 1 

 Grade 10                 Credit 1    

This course provides the same instruction as American Experience 2 but modifies 

assignments as appropriate for students who require a different pace or level of assessment.  

Skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking are reinforced, and students are 

challenged to progress in all areas necessary for effective communication and critical 

thinking.  See units of study and required readings below.  Admission by recommendation 

only. 

 

110 (AL) THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IN LITERATURE AND WRITING 2 

 Grade 10 Credit 1 

The American Experience in Literature and Writing is a full-year required English 

course for sophomores.  Building on the Freshman program, this course combines writing, 

grammar, speech, vocabulary study, and CAPT test preparation. The required text book is 

The Prose Reader which provides writing models for the required essays:  process analysis, 

cause and effect, argument and persuasion, and compare/contrast.  Four thematically-based 

literature units provide a foundation in American literature.  The required works are The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Black Boy, The Crucible, and House on Mango Street.   

Note:  This course may be paired with the sophomore history course, U.S. History, in an 

interdisciplinary study of American literature and history. Students must designate this 

choice on their course request sheets.   Enrollment in this interdisciplinary offering will be 

based on sectioning decisions. 
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  169 (AL) SELECTED WORLD LITERATURE (HONORS)  Grade 10          Credit 1  

  This course is designed for sophomores who are ready to expand their knowledge of 

the classics and who are already comfortable with literary analysis.  The students expand 

their literary vocabulary, relate the work to the author’s experience, and search the text for 

archetypes of character and situation and for the sylilstic devices whereby the author  

expresses his view of the human experience.   The course includes the requried components 

of Expository Writing (115), completing the sequence of grammar study as specified in the 

district K-12 Scope and Sequence of Grammar Concepts and Skills.  In addition students 

master a list of 180 vocabulary words derived from the PSAT and SAT tests.  All students 

complete a college portfolio, visit the college/career center, and receive practice in taking 

the SAT Writing Test and the CAPT Reading/Writing Across the Curriculum test.  

Assignments include reading approximately 150 pages a week; creative, personal, and 

literary journals; vocabulary study, discussion, quizzes, tests, and presentations.   

 

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING COURSES (1131-115) IS REQUIRED OF ALL 

JUNIORS: 

 

1131 (S1)  WRITING SKILLS 11  (Semester 1 only)      Credit 1/2 

 Parallel to Expository Writing, this course is directed toward the student who achieves 

best at a moderate pace. The intent of the course is to advance the student’s ability to 

express himself/herself in written communication through sustained review and re-

enforcement of reading techniques, vocabulary development, and sentence, paragraph and 

essay building. Instruction in the English department writing lab facilitates student writing 

and effective revision. 

 

115 (S1) EXPOSITORY WRITING                              Credit 1/2 

 (S2) 

Expository Writing concentrates on the step-by-step production of both the formal and 

informal essay. Students explore the variety of ways that the sections of an essay may be 

put together; to accomplish this goal, they  analyze essays written by professional and 

nonprofessional writers, noting through this analysis the components of style.  Grammar 

study covers all elements of standard punctuation, case and agreement of pronouns, 

sentence structure, verb tense relationships, and the technical language for describing 

grammatical errors. In addition students master a list of 160 vocabulary words and prepare 

to take the SAT Writing Test. 

 

117 (S1)  JOURNALISM Grade 11-12 Credit 1/2 

 (S2) 

  Designed for students who want to improve their writing skills while working toward 

the goal of publication, this course will provide an opportunity to develop real world skills 

as all students will be required to submit articles to “The Forum.”  This course will teach 

the conventions and nuances of writing features, columns, editorials, and reviews.  

Students will learn how to write leads, headlines, and captions, how to structure and edit 

articles, as well as how to perfect the art of conducting interviews.  Students will ultimately 

produce a body of work that will result in a professional portfolio. 
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    Students will also be expected to read and analyze the works of a variety of 

journalistic styles through the daily, required reading of newspapers and magazines.  

Students will explore the journalism of Charles Dickens, Stephen Crane, Walt Whitman, 

H.L. Mencken, Ernest Hemingway, Edward R. Murrow, Lillian Ross, James Baldwin, Tom 

Wolfe, P.J. O’Rourke and others.  Students will also be expected to study the history of 

journalism, ethics in the media, the idea of balanced reporting, and the importance of First 

Amendment rights.  Prerequisite – Expository Writing or Writing Skills 11 

This course may be taken as an ADDITIONAL English elective in the junior year or to 

fulfill an English requirement in the senior year.  

 

155 (S1) CREATIVE WRITING Grade 11-12         Credit 1/2 

    (S2) 

This course is designed for students who love to write and want to experience non-

academic writing.    Assignments are designed to invite experimentation, risk-taking, and 

skill-building.  Students will experience many forms and genres of writing, including 

poetry, short stories, scripts, articles, letters, and memoir.  Students are also required to 

read the work of professional writers as models of effective techniques and to confer with 

other students and the teacher to develop revising and editing skills. 

**Note:  Students must come to this course with a working knowledge of correct 

grammar, sentence structure, and expository composition.  

 

LITERATURE COURSES 

 

 Literature courses are designed to provide students with literary and reading skills based 

on those acquired in grades 9 and 10.  These courses prepare students for college-level 

work.  Longer, more difficult readings and additional literary techniques are emphasized.   

 

131 (S1) MODERN PROSE      Grade 11-12       Credit 1/2 

  (S2) 

This course is recommended for Juniors.  It is designed for students who want to learn 

strategies for approaching a variety of texts:  novels, plays, poems, articles, and essays.  

The contemporary readings address issues that we face in our modern world, and invite 

students to think, discuss, and write in a variety of genres.  Readings include:  Tuesdays 

with Morrie, Speak, Monster, Hole in My Life, In Conflict, and assorted stories and poems. 

 

133 (S1) EXPLORING LITERATURE  Grade 11-12            Credit l/2  

  (S2)   

Designed for students who wish additional instruction and practice with the various literary 

genres, Exploring Literature offers an opportunity not only to review these forms, but also 

to further develop reading skills. Readings in the course include Flowers for Algernon, 

After the First Death, Twelve Angry Men, Of Mice and Men, and selected stories, essays, 

and poems.   Students will write in a variety of genres including essays (both literary and 

personal), narratives and journals. 
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  135 (S1) THEMES IN LITERATURE                               Grade 11-12          Credit 1/2             

  (S2)  (Not offered in 2010-2011) 

This course provides an experience in reading on the literal and inferential levels and 

basic literary analysis.  Students concentrate on developing close reading skills with careful 

attention to developing interpretation. Readings include When The Legends Die, Cat’s 

Cradle, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, Story of a Shipwrecked Sailor, 

Turtle Moon, Master Harold and the Boys, and  Impact/Fifty Short Stories.   

 

137 (S1) UNDERSTANDING FICTION  Grade 11-12   Credit 1/2 

   (S2) 

This course emphasizes the craft of fiction as well as the pleasures of reading. As 

students examine novels, plays and short stories, they move into the evaluative roles of the 

independent readers.  Possible themes may include: Individual in Society, War, Growing 

Up / Coming of Age, Choices, The Hero. 

  Assignments include reading up to100 pages a week, vocabulary study, quizzes, tests, and 

writing (journals, personal and literary essays). Readings include:  The Things They 

Carried, O'Brien, All My Sons, Miller, The Moon is Down, Steinbeck, After the First 

Death, Cormier, Long Way Gone: Memories of a Boy Soldier, Beah. 

 

159 (S1) FICTION AND FILM                                            Grade 11-12         Credit 1/2 

  (S2) 

Students will compare and contrast the elements and techniques of both literary and 

cinematic form, as well as study the challenges of adapting a work of fiction for film.  The 

course focuses on written as well as visual literacy and students will develop critical 

criteria to judge the ultimate success of an artistic creation and its effect on the reader or 

viewer.  Assignments include approximately 100 pages of reading a week, vocabulary 

study, quizzes, tests, and writing in a variety of genres.  Readings include:  The Princess 

Bride by Goldman, Night by Wiesel, A River Runs Through It by Maclean, and One Flew 

Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Kesey.    

  

161 (S1) MYTHOLOGY Grade 11-12 Credit 1/2 

  (S2) 

More than just a "Who's Who" of Greek and Roman gods, Mythology focuses on the use 

of various mythologies as the inspiration for writers.  While some of the original myths are 

studied in their own right, the course concentrates on the myth as an archetype in literature. 

Some readings include The Acts of King Arthur and His Knights,The King Must Die, The 

Hobbit, Grendel, Medea, selections from The Odyssey, and short stories and poetry based 

on myths.  Students should plan on reading about 100 pages a week and writing several 

papers. 
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  163 (S1) SURVIVAL IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD  Grade 11-12 Credit 1/2 

 (S2)         

This course investigates how the individual copes with a rapidly changing society.  How 

have families and communities changed?   What choices do individuals face?  How do 

race, gender, economic status and technology affect those choices?    Students will address 

these issues through an exciting array of contemporary fiction and nonfiction:  The Bean 

Trees, Plainsong, Glass Castle, Into the Wild, Geeks: How Two Lost Boys Rode the 

Internet out of Idaho, Tortilla Curtain and a selection of stories, poems and essays.  

Students should expect to read about 100 - 125 pages a week; writing assignments include 

journals, as well as personal and literary essays. 

 

165 (S1) SEARCH FOR SELF                Grade 11-12         Credit 1/2  

  (S2) 

Through a study of various plays, novels and short stories, this course examines the 

individual's struggle for identity and investigates the literary techniques by which these 

personal experiences become universal.  The readings include, Siddhartha, A Doll’s  

House, The Stranger,The Bluest Eye, Ordinary People, short stories, and poetry.  Students 

should expect to read about 125 pages a week; writing assignments include journals, as 

well as personal and literary essays.   

     

HONORS COURSES 

Students enrolling in Honors literature courses should know that a piece of literature is 

the result of integrating a number of parts (plot, character, setting, diction) and understand 

that the analysis of the parts illuminates the whole work.  In addition, students should know 

how to write literary essays on characterization, theme, and symbol.  

 

Each honors course requires extensive and often difficult reading, along with complex 

literary papers. Because of these requirements, only students who have received a grade of 

“A” or “B” in upper non-honors courses should consider moving to honors.  Students 

should take Selected World Literature, Great Works of Literature, Twentieth 

Century American Authors, or Shakespeare before taking other honors courses. 

 

153 (S1) GREAT WORKS OF LITERATURE (HONORS)     Grade 11-12  Credit 11//22                                                                                                          

(S2) 

Many of the greatest writers have examined man’s precarious place in the universe.  This 

course focuses on classical works of the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries and provides students the 

opportunity to strengthen their critical reading, writing, and thinking skills.  Included 

among the plays, short stories, poems, and novellas are the following:  Shakespeare, 

Coleridge, Shelley, Chekov, Faulkner, Vonnegut, Orwell, Huxley, Hemingway, Atwood, 

and Anaya.  Students should expect to read about 125 pages a week and to write several 

literary essays.  
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  187 (S1) 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN AUTHORS (HONORS)  

 (S2)       Grade 11-12       Credit 1/2 

Covering one of the most exciting and dynamic periods in history, this course offers an 

intensive reading experience in American Literature coupled with some sophisticated 

techniques of literary analysis. Among the works read are The Great Gatsby, A Farewell to 

Arms, The Grapes of Wrath, Death of a Salesman, Invisible Man, Catch 22, Sula, and 

poetry.  Students must expect to read about 125 pages a week and to write several papers, 

one of which involves the use of secondary sources. 

 

191 (S1) SHAKESPEARE  (HONORS)                        Grade 11-12               Credit 1/2  

 (S2) 

What makes Shakespeare’s works so timeless?  This course offers students the 

opportunity to study the master of English literature. Among the plays are Hamlet, 

Macbeth, Richard II, a comedy, a play of choice, and sonnets. Students should expect to  

read and re-read each play. Required papers include a poetry explication, a paper using a 

critical source, and others as assigned by the instructor. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE  A student who enrolls in any 

two of the following semester electives (English Novel, Selected American Authors,  

Selected English Authors, Modern European Authors) in the same calendar year may elect 

to have his/her program earn Advanced Placement credit.  These courses are consistent 

with the framework for the College Board program and the AP Language Exam.  The 

course notation on the transcript will be AP English Language. Students who elect this 

course designation are expected to take the AP Language exam in the spring.  The 

following courses are listed in ascending order of difficulty.  The demands of Selected 

English and Modern European exceed those within English Novel and Selected American 

Authors. 

 

193 (S1) ENGLISH NOVEL (HONORS) Grade 11-12           Credit  l/2 

  (S2)  

This course offers an intensive reading experience of English novels. Readings include 

Pride and Prejudice, Great Expectations, Wuthering Heights, Tess of the d'Urbervilles, and 

The French Lieutenant’s Woman. Students must plan on reading at least 200 pages a week. 

Required papers include literary analysis, characterization, and compare/contrast. 
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  189 (S1) SELECTED ENGLISH AUTHORS (HONORS)      Grade 11-12   Credit 1/2     

  (S2) 

Providing a fast-paced survey of English literature, this course traces a wide range of 

genres, forms, and literary and intellectual trends over two thousand years of British 

history.  The course texts, often presented in opposing pairs, immerse students in epic 

battles between kings and mosters (Beowulf), the torments of an emerging psychopath 

driven to madness by modern philosophies (Grendel), the unique feminist perspective of a 

woman that has enjoyed five husbands (Chaucer’s Wife of Bath), the rampant violence of a 

cruel tyrant agains his people (Macbeth), passionate poetic expressions of revolt (Romantic 

poetry), and fragmented states of consciousness (Modernist poetry).  Students should 

expect to read 150-200 pages a week, to practice using literary and rhetorical terms in 

preparation for the AP exam, and to write essays of literary analysis focusing on novels and 

poetry.   

 

195 (S1) SELECTED AMERICAN AUTHORS (HONORS)   Grade 11-12   Credit 1/2  

 (S2) 

This course explores the intellectual and literary contributions of pre-twentieth century 

American writers, with emphasis on the nineteenth century. Students read Scarlet Letter 

and Ethan Frome as well as selections from Dickinson, Whitman, Melville, Emerson, Poe, 

Thoreau, Twain, and James. Literary papers are required, including the analysis of a poem 

and a paper requiring the use of critical sources. Students can expect to read from 150 to 

200 pages a week. 

 

197 (S1) MODERN EUROPEAN AUTHORS (HONORS)      Grade 11-12  Credit 1/2 

    (S2) 

Students read selections from authors who have shaped European literary and cultural 

development. Authors include Dostoyevsky, Turgenev,  Kafka, Satre, Camus, Eliot, Joyce, 

and Becket.  Required writing includes journal writing and literary essays.   Students 

should expect to read about 150 pages per week.  

 

199 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE (HONORS) 

                      Grade 12           Credit 1 

Advanced Placement English Literature offers an intensive course in literary study and 

writing on the college level. Students can expect to read about 250 pages a week, to write 

extensively on works from the ancient Greek play to the modern critical essay and to 

deliver an extended seminar on a topic of their choice. Ultimately students learn to strike 

the delicate balance among critical theory, aesthetic principles, authorial intentions, and 

personal reactions to a work of literature.  Since this course follows the prescript of the 

College Entrance Examination Board, it is viewed as the equivalent of an introductory 

college course in English. 
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  FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

   The Fine and Performing Arts of Wilton High School encompass programs in music, art, 

and drama.  Actual scheduled courses for 2010-2011 will depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

THEATER ARTS DEPARTMENT 

 

125 (S1 ) THEATER ARTS I    Grade 9-12       Credit 1/2 

 (S2) 

    Theater Arts I concentrates on performance and on the appearance of an actor on the 

stage. Thus, it requires the study of script, the analysis of plays, and the study of 

pantomime and body movement. Students perform scenes from plays and develop 

confidence in the process of acting.  Memorization required. 

 

1252 (S1) THEATER ARTS II Grade 9-12             Credit 1/2 

   (S2) (Depending on enrollment this course may only be offered second semester) 

Prerequisite:  Theater Arts I 

This course focuses on development of the actor's tools - the voice and body - in relation 

to both dramatic acting and comedy acting.  Work will include an exploration of the role of 

theater, the study of script analysis and interpretation, character development, and the 

relationship of acting to technical aspects of theater.  Students will also have an opportunity 

to act in or direct scenes for performance presentations.  Memorization required.  This 

course may be repeated for additional credit with permission of the instructor through the 

independent study process. 

 

825 (S1) PUBLIC SPEAKING    Grade 9-12       Credit 1/2  

  (S2) 

    Improving communication skills through the use of a variety of public speaking 

activities including introductions, impromptu responses, how-to presentations, and 

persuasive speaking is a goal of this course. Emphasis is placed on the structure, 

organization, and presentation of ideas with poise and self-confidence. Students use video 

recording of their presentations for self-assessment and practice the skills of listening and 

assessing public address. 

 

 1255 (S1) THEATER PRODUCTION      Grade 10-12 Credit 1/2 

This is an evening course for advanced actors.  Students participate by audition only.  

Once accepted into the cast of the WHS Fall Production, students rehearse Monday 

through Thursday evenings from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. for 10 weeks.  Performances are in late 

November.  Members of the cast will be expected to continually demonstrate commitment 

to developing their performance skills through practice beyond rehearsal hours.  

Attendance expectations are rigorous. 
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127 (S1) STAGECRAFT** Grade 9-12      Credit 1/2  

(S2) 

       (For Applied Arts Credit) 

This course provides hands-on experience in several aspects of theatre production.  

Students study set design, set construction, and lighting.  Students apply their skills and  

knowledge in authentic theatrical production.  Classes are conducted in the theatre and 

provide technical support for several school productions.  

**This course can be credited toward the graduation requirement in the Applied Arts or 

Humanities. 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

The Music Department provides opportunities for students to study music theory and 

participate in a wide variety of performance.  Students interested in performance may 

participate in one or more of eight performing groups, both instrumental and vocal.  

Experiences in these courses can include public and private concerts, travel, and festival 

competition and exhibition.       

 

LARGE ENSEMBLES 

 

802 (AL) CONCERT CHOIR                    Grade 9-12          Credit 1 

     The main choral performing organization of Wilton High School, Concert Choir is open 

to all men and women interested in singing. Concert Choir performs a wide variety of 

music including sacred, secular, spiritual and show tunes. Participants will perform in at 

least four annual concerts and will learn the fundamentals of voice production, music 

reading and rehearsal discipline. Students will be given the opportunity to sing outside of 

the school community. A high level of commitment to rehearsals and performance is 

expected.  Sectional rehearsals outside of the classroom are required.  Concert Choir will 

be a prerequisite to Madrigals and Chamber Singers. 

 

8051 (AL) CONCERT BAND/MARCHING BAND          Grade 9-12          Credit 1 

    Concert Band membership is open to all students interested in playing wind or 

percussion instruments.  A minimal amount of prior training is required.  The Concert 

Band will specialize in the performance of medium difficulty, quality concert band 

repertoire.  During the fall, (one week before school begins through Thanksgiving) all 

Concert Band members will join the Wind Ensemble members to perform as the Warrior 

Marching Band at all home games, at least one marching festival and at away football 

games as a pep band (each student will be required to participate in 2 away games).  

During the fall, the Marching Band will rehearse one night per week.  Percussion students 

will be expected to work with a percussion instructor one night per week as well.  All 

members are required to participate in scheduled lessons/section rehearsals either during 

the school day and/or immediately before or after school.  Performances will also include  

all annual concerts and may include other concerts and festivals both on and off campus.  

All members are encouraged to study privately on their primary performance instrument. 
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  809 (AL) CONCERT ORCHESTRA                  Grade 9-12        Credit 1 

Orchestra is open to all string players, with prior training and experience, and will 

perform a wide variety of chamber and symphonic music from the 17th century to the 

present. At most concerts, the Orchestra performs with wind students from Wind 

Ensemble.  All students are required to practice twice each quarter concert with the teacher.  

Any student may schedule extra practices with the teacher if desired.  All students are 

encouraged to study privately.   All students may participate in a chamber music program.   

 

810  SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA   Grade 10-12                    CCrreeddiitt  11 

Symphonic Orchestra is designed for advanced string students.  Membership is by 

director recommendation and is determined by musical ability and seniority.  The 

Symphonic Orchestra will specialize in the performance of advanced quality string 

repertoire and will, from time to time, be augmented by advanced wind players for the 

purpose of performing classic symphonic music.  Students are required to attend scheduled 

lessons with the teacher once or twice per quarter.  All students are encouraged to study 

privately and audition for region and all state. 

 

SELECT ENSEMBLES 

 

803 (AL) MADRIGAL SINGERS (Select)                         Grade 10-12           Credit 1 

Madrigal Singers is a select group of advanced male and female vocalists specializing in 

the performance of unaccompanied works of all periods.  Members should expect an 

extensive rehearsal performance schedule (particularly during the holiday season) in 

addition to occasional evening rehearsals.  Participation by audition only.  Performances 

will include all annual choral concerts and will include other concerts both on and off 

campus.  Members will be expected to continually demonstrate commitment to developing 

their vocal technique through practice beyond the school day. 

This includes required sectional rehearsals outside of the ensemble classroom. All 

members will be required to perform with the Concert Choir. 

 

8042 (AL) CHAMBER SINGERS (Select) Grade 10-12    Credit 1 

Chamber Singers is a select group of advanced female vocalists who perform a wide 

range of repertoire including madrigals, show tunes and standard classical compositions 

written specifically for women's voices.  Participation by audition only. Performances will 

include all annual choral concerts and may include other concerts both on and off campus.  

Members will be expected to continually demonstrate commitment to developing their 

vocal technique through practice beyond the school day.  This includes required sectional 

rehearsals outside of the ensemble classroom.  All members will be required to perform 

with the Concert Choir. 
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  806 (AL) MEN’S CHOIR (Select) Grade 10-12  Credit 1 

   Men’s Choir is a select group of advanced male vocalists who perform a wide range of 

repertoire including madrigals, show tunes and standard classical compositions.  

Participation by audition only. Performances will include all annual choral concerts and 

may include other concerts both on and off campus.  Members will be expected to 

continually demonstrate commitment to developing their vocal technique through practice  

beyond the school day.  This includes required sectional rehearsals outside of the ensemble 

classroom.  All members will be required to perform with the concert choir.   

 

8070 (AL) WIND ENSEMBLE (Select) Grade 9-12    Credit 1 

  Wind Ensemble membership is a select group open to advanced students who play wind 

or percussion instruments.  Membership is determined by audition and/or director 

recommendation only.  The Wind Ensemble will specialize in the performance of advanced  

quality wind band repertoire.  During the fall, (one week before school begins through 

Thanksgiving) all Wind Ensemble members will join the Concert Band members to 

perform as the Warrior Marching Band at all home games, at least one marching festival 

and at away football games as a pep band (each student will be required to participate in 2 

away games).  During the fall, the Marching Band will rehearse one night per week.  

Percussion students will be expected to work with a percussion instructor one night per 

week as well.  All members are required to participate in scheduled lessons/section 

rehearsals during the school day and/or immediately before and after school.  Performances 

will also include all annual concerts and may include other concerts and festivals both on 

and off campus.  Members will be expected to continually demonstrate a commitment to 

developing their performance skills through practice beyond the school day.  All members 

are highly encouraged to study privately on their primary performance instrument and will 

be encouraged to prepare the All-State solo and participate in the adjudication process. 

 

JAZZ GROUPS 

  

    The Jazz Ensembles are selected groups of trumpets, trombones, saxophones and rhythm 

instruments that are used to create the standard 1940's "Big Band".  The groups will 

rehearse one night a week and will perform a variety of literature of all the various genre of 

jazz music.  The players, with the possible exception of the rhythm section, will be 

auditioned from the rest of the instrumental music department.  The ensembles will 

perform at several concerts, jazz festivals and adjudications from February through June.  

With the exception of the rhythm section, all Jazz Ensembles players must participate in 

Marching Band. 

 

8084 (Q2S2) JAZZ ENSEMBLE  Grade 9-12             Credit 1/4 

Jazz Ensemble will concentrate on the development of performance skills and provide an 

opportunity for students to develop improvisational skills while learning the basic genre.  

Participation is open to all band students, as well as non-band students playing guitar, bass 

or piano. 
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  8083 (Q2S2) SELECT JAZZ ENSEMBLE  Grade 9-12           Credit 1/2 

   Jazz Ensemble will perform challenging advanced literature, develop improvisational 

skills and require a high degree of performance ability.  Participation is by audition only.     

 

ELECTIVES 

 

814 (S2) INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC/COMPOSITION (Not offered 2010-2011) 

 Grade 9-12             Credit 1/2 

Open to all students, this course is designed to teach interested students how to read 

music.  Scales, intervals, rhythms, chords, and basic composition will be covered.  This 

course is designed for students with little or no previous formal music training or 

experience. Music technology will be an integral part of the class experience. 

 

815 (S1) MUSIC THEORY/COMPOSITION I Grade 10-12 Credit 1/2  

(Not offered 2010-2011) 

This course studies the composition history and structure of music; in particular it 

provides an introduction to basic 18th Century harmony.  The course encompasses 

notation, ear training dictation, sight singing, harmonic analysis and counterpoint. 

Composition and music technology will be an integral part of the class experience.  Course 

814 is a prerequisite. 

 

818 (S2) MUSIC THEORY/COMPOSTION  II Grade 10-12              Credit 1/2 

(Not offered 2010-2011) 

A continuation of Music and Composition I with a greater emphasis on harmony, 

analysis, and music history.  Music technology will be an integral part of the class 

experience.  Students must have successfully completed Music Theory I.  Course 815 is a 

prerequisite. 

 

821 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY    Grade 11-12   Credit 1 

   AP Music Theory will follow the prescribed curriculum set forth by the College Board: 

musical terminology, notational skills, basic compositional skills, musical analysis and 

aural skills. Students successfully completing the Music Theory II program will be 

prepared  to take this course. 

   The music lab will be an integral part of the course as students learn to master the music 

programs in terms of composition and arranging, drill and practice, and piano skills. 

Students will practice aural skills on a daily basis both at the computer and in front of the 

piano singing and doing melodic and harmonic dictation. Students will learn the art of 

advanced four-part writing both on paper and on the computer. Students will learn how to 

analyze form and texture in musical styles ranging from medieval motets to Renaissance 

Rondos to Baroque Trio Sonatas to Classical sonata Allegro Symphonic music. 

 

Requirements: Successful Completion of Music Theory I and II or recommendation from 

the teacher. 
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  VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT 

 

   Throughout history art has been a vital expression of human creativity and pleasure. 

Today students at Wilton High School have an opportunity to explore individual 

expressions in the visual arts in a variety of studio experiences offered at sequential levels 

of artistic skill development.  

  

LEVEL I -  courses are designed for students interested in exploring fundamental 

techniques and skills of art.  

LEVEL II - courses are designed for students who wish to continue art 

experiences, develop more advanced skills and to work with more varied media 

and art techniques.  

LEVELS III & IV - are for students who wish to work in greater depth within a 

more individualized program of art instruction.  

 

Beyond these four levels, AP Portfolio, Portfolio/Art Forum, and Advanced Art 

Cooperative Study Classes are available to students based on teacher recommendation and 

a portfolio of student work. 

 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10-12 ADVANCED STUDY/PORTFOLIO 

Introduction to Studio Art Introduction to Studio Art Portfolio/Art-forum 

Drawing I-II Drawing I-IV Adv. Art-cooperative Study 

Painting I-II Painting I-IV AP Art Studio – Drawing 

Commercial Design I-II Commercial  Design I-IV AP Art Studio – 2D 

Ceramics I-II Fashion I-IV AP Art Studio – 3D 

Crafts I-II Ceramics I-IV  

Jewelry I-II Crafts I-IV  

Photography I-II Jewelry I-IV  

Sculpture I-II Photography I-IV  

Computer Graphics I Sculpture I-IV  

Desktop Publishing Computer Graphics I  

Fashion I-IV Adv. Computer Graphics  

 Desktop Publishing  

 

Due to enrollment, several levels may be combined in the same scheduled class (except 

Drawing I, Photography I and Ceramics I).  Recommended: sequential order for all 

II/III/IV Levels. Actual courses scheduled for 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment.  

Students interested in taking Advanced Placement will be able to select one of three AP 

Portfolios.  Students interested in AP Portfolio must take three art courses, have an art 

portfolio, and a teacher’s recommendation. 
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  705(S1) DRAWING I  707(S1) DRAWING II   709(S1) DRAWING III   711 (S1)DRAWING 

IV                                                                                                 (S2)                                     (S2)                                   

(S2)                                     (S2) 

 Grade 9-12                 1/2 Credit each course 

This sequence of one-semester courses is designed to foster skills in the effective use of 

drawing tools and materials in a studio environment. Art experiences for the course include 

exercises and compositions in pencil, charcoal, chalk, pen and ink, and brush and ink. In 

addition to compositional considerations, attention will be given to rendering techniques, 

abstraction and perspective.  Advanced courses will include figurative representation and 

compositional forms, as well as in-depth studies of media & specialized visual techniques.  

Critiques and assistance with portfolios will be offered.  

 

761 (S1) PAINTING I  763 (S1) PAINTING II 765 (S1) PAINTING III 767 (S1) PAINTING IV  

       (S2)      (S2)        (S2)        (S2) 

 Grade 9-12                 1/2 Credit each course 

This course series introduces students to painting in a studio environment using tempera, 

water colors, acrylic and oil media. Traditional and contemporary methods of painting and 

compositional form will be explored. Sketching and drawing sessions will be included. As 

students progress, more advanced compositional considerations such as collage, variety or 

surfaces, textural methods, and multi-image composition are included. Studio assignments 

will be undertaken in accordance with individual skill levels and need. Figurative painting 

and image composition will be included.  

 

715 (S1 ) COMMERCIAL DESIGN I   717 (S1) COMMERCIAL DESIGN II  

  (S2)      (S2) 

719 (S1) COMMERCIAL DESIGN III  721 (S1) COMMERCIAL DESIGN IV    

  (S2)    (S2) 

                                                            Grade 9-12                1/2 Credit each course 

The introductory course will explore the world of communication through advertising 

and design.  Students will employ materials and techniques used by commercial artists and 

illustrators in a problem solving studio experience.  As students advance, they will explore 

design problems in advertising and illustrative art emphasizing color, illustration and  

specialized commercial techniques using an airbrush, and some computer graphics 

programs employed by professional design studios 

 

7190 (S1) COMPUTER GRAPHICS AND TECHNOLOGY  

    (S2) Grade 9-12 Credit 1/2  

This course in computer graphics will offer students an opportunity to explore in depth 

visual expression using computers as an artistic tool.  Various computer hardware and 

software, input and output device and introduction to:  Photoshop, Brice 3D, Poser, in 

Design Illustrator.  No prerequisite.  This course is intended to prepare students for work 

opportunities. 
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7191 (S1)  ADVANCED COMPUTER GRAPHICS  Grade 11-12           Credit 1/2 

     (S2) 

This new course offers students an opportunity to explore computer graphics at an 

advanced level.  Students will build upon previously learned, vector drawing skills and 

apply them to the more intensive Adobe Illustrator program.  A wide variety of new skills 

will be introduced including in-depth exploration of Digital Photography and related 

application in Photoshop and in design.  Various facets of Vector graphics will be 

explored, including font generation, fine arts, design, animation and 3D modeling.  In 

addition to Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, and Lightwave, students will explore a 

variety of open-source applications that are becoming more common in the design and art 

worlds. 

 

7210 (S1) DESKTOP PUBLISHING                   Grade 9-12                             Credit 1/2 

         (S2) 

Desktop Publishing will explore layout and design on the Macintosh.  Desktop 

Publishing will include working with Type styles, Photoshop, In Design, and 3D programs  

to produce camera-ready artwork for use in publications.  Students will create attractive 

reports, layouts for magazines, advertisements, yearbook, and art related products.  This 

course is intended to prepare students for real life work opportunities. 

 

723 (S1) FASHION I 725 (S1) FASHION II   727 (S1) FASHION III     729 (S1) FASHION IV                                                                    

(S2)        (S2)                                 (S2)                                     (S2) 

Grade 9-12                 1/2 Credit each course 

In this course sequence, students will be involved in the design, drawing, and 

construction of wearable clothing and accessories.  Fashion history and current trends will 

be explored with an emphasis on personal style and expression.  A wide range of media 

and professional techniques will be used including illustration, pattern design, draping, 

sewing and garment contstruction methods.  Students will be encouraged to express their 

personal approaches to dress and explore how style communicates with those around us.  

Design and studio problems are undertaken in accordance with the students skill level and 

needs.  Critiques and portfolio assistance is offered.  Students are required to keep a 

personal sketchbook and are required to produce a fashion garment or accessory for a 

Spring fashion show. 

 

735 (S1) CERAMICS I   737 (S1) CERAMICS II   739(S1) CERAMICS III  741 (S1) CERAMICS IV 

       (S2)                                   (S2)                                    (S2)                                  (S2)  

                                                                                Grade 9-12         1/2 Credit each course 

This course sequence starts with the introductory level course in ceramics where students 

explore sculpture, hand building and construction techniques as well as basic wheel 

throwing.  Students also learn firing and finishing processes.  Advanced ceramic students 

will develop ceramic skills with an emphasis on the production of related pieces, large 

scale work, and advanced throwing technique.  Specialty glazing, decorative finishes, and 

Raku will be introduced.  Advanced ceramic studio assignments will be undertaken in 

accordance with student's skill level and ability. 
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745 (S1) CRAFTS I 747 (S1) CRAFTS II 749 (S1) CRAFTS III        751 (S1) CRAFTS IV  

       (S2)        (S2)        (S2)                     (S2)  

                                                                                Grade 9-12         1/2 Credit each course 

This series begins by providing students with basic experiences in metal, wood, and 

fabrics. Studio experiences include copper repousse, enameling, woodburning, and staining 

techniques, toy making, batik, tie dying, silkscreening, paper making and paper 

marbelization. As students progress further, they develop their craft skills through more 

advanced techniques in metal-smithing and forming, two and three dimensional woodcraft 

and textile methods such as felting, weaving and batik. Advanced craft projects and studio 

assignments will be undertaken in accordance with individual skill levels and need. 

 

753 (S1) JEWELRY I  755 (S1) JEWELRY II  757 (S1) JEWELRY III 759 (S1) JEWELRY IV  

       (S2)       (S2)        (S2)                                  (S2) 

                                                                                 Grade 9-12      1/2  Credit each course 

In this course series, students develop their skills to create jewelry through wire and 

sheet metal, using copper, brass, and German silver. Processes of cutting, forming, joining, 

polishing, and stone inlay are explored to produce jewelry articles of adornment. As 

students advance, they develop their skills further in jewelry making through more 

advanced projects in metal-smithing and soldering. Design and craftsmanship will be 

emphasized. 

 

777(S1)SCULPTURE I      779 (S1)SCULPTURE II     

      (S2)         (S2) 

781(S1)SCULPTURE III      783 (S1) SCULPTURE IV 

      (S2)          (S2)  

                                                                               Grade 9-12          1/2 Credit each course 

This course sequence is a studio program where students design in the third dimension 

using both traditional and contemporary techniques and materials. Studio experiences may 

include: found object composition, basic relief modeling, direct method composition in 

plaster, ceramic and wood carving. Sculptural techniques and materials introduced in Level 

I will be explored more fully in the advanced levels with attention given to individual 

preference for design concepts and rendition. Sculptural problems of design resolution with 

appropriate materials and techniques will be explored on an individual basis as required. 

 

785 (S1) PHOTOGRAPHY I                   Grade 9-12      Credit 1/2  

      (S2) 

This introductory course in black and white photography is designed for the beginning 

student who wishes to study and practice the basic operations of the camera and learn about 

the functions of the darkroom from both artistic and technical viewpoints. This course 

includes an overview of camera controls, composition, film developing, darkroom printing 

and dry mounting. Students need a 35 mm camera. A lab fee will be charged for materials 

beyond the course requirements. 
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787 (S1)PHOTOGRAPHY II              Grade 10-12       Credit 1/2 

      (S2) 

789 (S1) PHOTOGRAPHY III            Grade 10-12   Credit 1/2  

  (S2)  

These intermediate courses in photography are designed for those students who have 

acquired knowledge of the basic 35mm camera, developing and darkroom techniques.  

They will build on the required knowledge for using the darkroom equipment and photo 

facilities.  Major emphasis is placed on artistic application, composition, experimental 

printing, and studio lighting techniques.  Digital photography and computer manipulation 

will be introduced.  A lab fee will be charged for materials beyond the course requirements.  

Students need a 35mm camera.  Prerequisite: Photo I or Photo I/II. 

 

791 (S1) PHOTOGRAPHY IV              Grade 10-12   Credit 1/2  

  (S2) 

Advanced problems in photography going beyond the darkroom experience.  Exploring 

photo jounalism, portraiture, product photography, digital and video applications as well as 

the creative use of photographic images will be an integral part of this level.  In-depth 

refinement of photographic skills will be done on an individual basis. Students will be 

encouraged to use computer technology digital images to enhance their work.  Assistance 

with portfolio development and frequent critiques will be part of the course.  A lab fee will 

be charged for materials beyond the course requirement. Prerequisite: Photo I-III. 

 

7951 (S1)  PORTFOLIO/ART FORUM Grade 10-12 Credit 1/2 

    (S2) 

This advanced-level program is designed for students wishing to develop an art portfolio 

or work on an art-related senior project.  Students will prepare portfolios for college 

entrance, scholastic arts portfolio, scholarships and various adjudications.   Students will 

gain knowledge of contemporary and traditional artists and art movements.  Students 

wishing to explore a career in the visual arts will have an opportunity to meet with college 

representatives and artists in the field.  A high degree of student responsibility, maturity, 

and motivation will be expected.  Prerequisite:  two art courses. 

 

7966 (AL) AP ART STUDIO - DRAWING PORTFOLIO Grade 11-12      Credit 1 

This course will prepare serious, advanced-level drawing students for an intensive high- 

level studio art experience covering a range of drawing and painting media only.  In this 

college level art course, students will be given an opportunity to develop their drawing 

skills, study advanced concepts, and explore broad art-related topics.  This year-long 

course will include working with a teacher mentor, guest artists, interacting with guest 

speakers and college admissions representatives, and visitations to museums and galleries.  

Historical and appreciation components will be included.  The development of an AP 

Drawing Portfolio to the specification of the College Board will be the primary focus of 

this course.  The finished portfolio must be sent to the College Board by May 1st. Failure 

to complete the portfolio by the deadline will result in failure in the course.  Prerequisite: 

Two drawing courses, one art course, portfolio of past work, and teacher recommendation. 
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7967  (AL) AP ART STUDIO – 2D PORTFOLIO    Grade 11-12         Credit 1 

This course will prepare serious, advanced-level art students for an intensive high-level 

studio art experience covering a broad spectrum of 2D media:  photography, computer 

graphics, advertising, as well as drawing and painting.  In this college-level art course, 

students will explore advanced design concepts, develop technical skills, and study a broad 

spectrum of art-related topics.  This year-long course will include working with a mentor 

teacher, guest artists, interaction with guest speakers and college admission representatives, 

visitations to galleries and museums, and field trips.  Historical and appreciation 

components will be infused into the program.  The development of an AP– 2D Portfolio to 

the specifications of the College Boards will be the primary focus of the course.  The 

portfolio will be completed and submitted by May 1st, to the College Board AP 

Committee.  Failure to complete the portfolio by the deadline will result in failure in the 

course.  Prerequisite:  Three art courses and a teacher recommendation. 

 

7968  (AL) AP ART STUDIO – 3D PORTFOLIO       Grade 11-12      Credit 1 

This course will prepare serious, advanced-level art students for an intensive high-level 

studio art experience covering a broad spectrum of 3D media:  ceramics, carving, metal 

construction, and plaster.  In this college-level art course, students will explore 3D design 

concepts, advanced construction techniques, develop technical skills, and study a broad 

spectrum of art-related topics.  This year-long course will include working with a mentor 

teacher, guest artists, interaction with guest speakers and college admission representatives, 

visitations to galleries and museums, and field trips.  Historical and appreciation 

components will be infused into the program.  The development of an AP 3D portfolio to 

the specification of the College Boards will be the primary focus of the course.  The 

portfolio will be completed and submitted by May 1st, to the College Board AP 

Committee.  Failure to complete the portfolio will result in failure in the course.  

Prerequisite:  Three art courses and a teacher recommendation. 

 

7963 (S1) ADVANCED ART COOPERATIVE STUDY Grade 10-12           Credit 1/2 

          (S2) 

Designed for motivated, advanced art students who can work independently, this 

advanced level program is available to advanced students who have completed all levels 

within a given art discipline.  Students must be assigned to another class and develop 

requirements in cooperation with the instructor.  Teacher and department recommendation 

are required. 
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  MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 

 

The mathematics curriculum at Wilton High School consists of three strands and several 

elective courses as shown. Each strand consists of a series of courses designed to provide 

the most complete curriculum possible for every student. Since we wish each student to 

successfully complete the strongest four year program possible, there are several places 

where it is appropriate for a student who is performing well to change strands. We suggest 

students follow the guidance of counselors and teachers when making a course selection.     

The Mathematics curriculum at Wilton High School consists of three strands as follows: 

 

Strand I ** Strand II Strand III AP Courses 

    

General Math Algebra 1-2 Geom. 3 Calculus AB 

Elem. Algebra  Plane Geom. Algebra 11-3 Calculus BC 

Basic Geometry Algebra 11-2 Analysis – 3 AP Statistics 

Int. Algebra or 

Algebra II-1 

Analysis-2   

Algebra II-2 Pre-Calc/Discrete Math  Elective:  

Statistics 

 

**Colleges that require applicants to have taken an Algebra II course often do not regard 

Intermediate Algebra to be an Algebra II course. 

 

It should be understood that there is a great deal of flexibility if a student wishes to 

change from one strand to another for reasons of performance, motivation, mathematical 

maturity, teacher-student-parent consultation, and department recommendation. 

The graphing calculator, as a visualizing and problem-solving tool, is an integral part of 

each strand.  The Mathematics Department recommends that students purchase a TI-84+ 

calculator.   The use of the graphing calculator will be taught in all appropriate courses. 

Actual scheduled courses for 2010-2011 will depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

943 (AL) MATHEMATICS 1 FUNDAMENTALS Grade 9-12              Credit 1 

944 (AL) MATHEMATICS 2, 3, 4 FUNDAMENTALS Grade 10-12               

Basic Mathematics 1 & 2 are designed to reinforce basic math skills.  These courses 

include review and development of basic mathematical operations using whole numbers, 

fractions, decimals, and percents.  Everyday situations that draw upon math skills will be 

covered.  Rates of progress will be paced to meet individual needs.   Students receive 

individual attention and instruction.  Admission by recommendation only. 

 

211 (AL) GENERAL MATHEMATICS               Grade 9-12         Credit 1 

This course is designed for the student who is less able to reason abstractly. Emphasis is 

placed on reinforcement of the student’s arithmetic skills in order to raise his/her level of 

confidence. Problem solving applications are gradually introduced. 
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221 (AL) ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA             Grade 9-12         Credit 1 

Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of algebra.  The algebraic meaning for the 

operations addition, stubraction, multiplication, division, and exponentiation are studied.   

This covers the basics of key algebra I topics.  Recommended:  Middle school approval or 

recommentation from General Math. 

 

223 (AL) BASIC GEOMETRY                   Grade 10-12          Credit 1 

This course emphasizes the basic concepts of plane geometry.  The course has very little 

proof and the concepts are application-oriented.  Some algebra work is included to 

maintain the knowledge attained in Elementary Algebra.  Recommended:  Elementary 

Algebra or Algebra I. 

 

225 (AL) INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA             Grade 11-12          Credit 1 

This course further develops the skills learned in Elementary Algebra.  The course also 

introduces functions, radicals, probability, and statistics.  Problem solving, reading, and 

thinking skills are stressed.  Students who have not completed a full algebra I course 

should take this course before taking an algebra II course.  Recommended:  Basic 

Geometry. 

 

232 (AL) ALGEBRA I-2                     Grade 9-12         Credit 1 

This is a beginning Algebra course that concentrates on algebraic models with the basic 

operations. Algebraic representations and connections between models are stressed.  A key 

component of the course is reading to learn mathematics.  The use of variables and the 

writing and solution of equations establishes the ground work for further study in 

mathematics.  An introductory study of statistics is also provided.  Recommended:  A pre-

algebra course and teacher approval. 

 

252 (AL) PLANE GEOMETRY                  Grade 9-12         Credit 1 

    Designed to follow Algebra I, this course stresses the study of the properties of 

geometric objects on a plane.  Connections are made with the previous work done in 

Algebra.  The student is introduced to the various forms of mathematical proof.  

Laboratory explorations are done with dynamic geometric software. Recommended:  

Successful completion of Algebra I and teacher approval. 

 

262 (AL) ALGEBRA II-2                     Grade 10-12       Credit 1 

This course continues the work begun in Algebra I.  The heart of the course is the study 

of functions; their representations and models.  Further study is made of beginning 

statistics.  Included in the course are the study of sequences, series, and matrix algebra.  

Connections are made to geometry and to various science disciplines.  The ability to read 

and apply mathematical ideas is strengthened.  Students with poor Algebra I skills should  

take Intermediate Algebra before trying Algebra II.  Recommended:  Successful 

completion of Plane Geometry or Intermediate Algebra.  Note:  Some students may be 

recommended for Algebra II-1.  Algebra II-1 continues the work of Intermediate Algebra.  

Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of Algebra II.  Functions are introduced and 

applications of the functions are studied.  Students who have studied Basic Geometry  
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should take Intermediate Algebra before trying this course.  The key concepts of Algebra 

II-2 are studied.  Recommended:  Intermediate Algebra or Plane Geometry. 

 

265  (AL) STATISTICS Grade 11-12  Credit   1 

This course provides an introductory look at the theory and use of statistics.  Emphasis 

will be on the collection and analysis of data.  Recommended:  Successful completion of 

Algebra II-2. 

 

272 (AL) ANALYSIS-2             Grade 11-12       Credit 1 

This course has three main themes:  statistics, pre-calculus topics, and trigonometry.  All 

three themes are studied with an eye toward modeling and real-world applications.  Much 

of the groundwork is laid for the college study of either statistics or beginning calculus.  

Recommended:  C or better in Algebra II. 

  

2820 (AL) PRE-CALCULUS AND DISCRETE MATHEMATICS       

       Grade 10-12          Credit 1 

This course extends and completes the work on the themes started in Analysis-2.  

Discrete Math includes logic, networks, statistics, sequences, etc.  Recommended: C or 

better in Analysis-2. 

 

253 (AL) GEOMETRY 3 (HONORS)                     Grade 9-11         Credit 1 

This course covers the topics in the plane geometry course (252), plus an extensive study 

of coordinate and analytic geometry. The course has an extensive study of Euclidean proof.  

The course is intended for students who took Algebra I in the eighth grade. Recommended: 

A  in Algebra or teacher approval. 

 

263 (AL) ALGEBRA II-3 (HONORS)                      Grade 10-12        Credit 1 

Algebra II-3, a fast-paced and in-depth Algebra II course, places greater stress on 

problem solving and understanding of abstract concepts. Applications and mathematical 

models of real-life situations are emphasized throughout the course. Recommended: 

Teacher approval. 

 

273 (AL) ANALYSIS-3 (HONORS)      Grade 11-12          Credit 1 

Analysis-3 is a fast-paced, in-depth, pre-calculus course with topics augmented with 

topics from abstract algebra, vectors, and the algebra of matrices. This course serves as the 

normal pre-calculus study in preparation for AP Calculus.  Recommended: A in Algebra II-

2 or B or better in Algebra II-3 and teacher approval. 

 

2831 (AL) AP MATH -CALCULUS AB (HONORS) Grade 11-12           Credit 1 

   This is a college level course covering the topics on the AB Advanced Placement Test.  

Emphasis is placed on pre-calculus skills applications and technology.  Students will refine 

their skills with a graphing calculator. Recommended: Successful completion of Analysis- 

3. 
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  2840 (AL) AP MATH - CALCULUS BC (HONORS) Grade 12         Credit 1 

This is a college-level course and students are encouraged to prepare and take the BC 

Advanced Placement Test.  The course will review and practice AB topics, teach all BC 

topics, introduce the use of a computer algebra system and finish with multivariable 

calculus topics.  Successful completion of Calculus AB and teacher approval is required to 

take course.     

 

285 (AL) AP MATH - STATISTICS   (HONORS) Grade 11-12           Credit 1 

This course provides college-level work in statistics and will include topics of data 

analysis, probability, and interdisciplinary applications.  Technology will be an integral  

part of the course.  The course will prepare students to take the Advanced Placement test in 

statistics.  Recommended:  An A in analysis 2, a B+ in Discrete, or a B in Analysis 3 and  

teacher approval.  
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HEALTH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

The Health Education Program at Wilton High School offers students an opportunity to 

participate in physical, mental and social well-being.  Focus areas include:  core concepts 

related to health promotion and disease prevention, accessing health information, self-

management and healthy behaviors, analyzing internal and external influences, 

communication skills, decision-making skills, and advocacy.  (Health and Wellness 

Frameworks 2005).  All sophomores are required to take one semester of Adolescent 

Health. A student may be excused from any portion of a unit that studies information that 

conflicts with his/her family’s personal beliefs.  These students will be given an alternate 

assignment.   

  Actual courses scheduled in 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment.  

 

959 (S1) ADOLESCENT HEALTH              Grade 10        Credit 1/2  

 (S2)                                                  

     The emphasis in this required academic course will be on developing both a framework 

of health knowledge and competent decision-making skills.  Wilton High School students 

will recognize the importance and personal relevance of fitness and health and will be able 

to demonstrate understanding of concepts related to health promotion and disease 

prevention. 

 

9631 (S1) INTRODUCTORY PSYCHOLOGY Grade 10-12          Credit 1/2 

   (S2) 

    This challenging course is designed to be an introduction to the field of psychology.  

Through lecture, hands-on activities, and film, the student will be exposed to a sampling of 

topics including the overview of psychology, learning, principles and applications, memory 

and thought, the workings of mind and body, sensation and perception, altered states of 

consciousness, personality theory, psychological testing and psychological research and 

statistics.  This course can be credited toward the graduation requirement in Humanities. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND 

HEALTH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 

    The Physical Education Department offers a program of activities that include lifetime, 

fitness and athletic activities.  Program goals include: 

 

 Demonstrate the skills and knowledge necessary to participate in a variety of 

physical activities. 

 Recognize and understand the different effects of physical activity on the 

student’s mind and body and promote a healthy and active lifestyle. 

 Develop interpersonal skills and exhibit positive character traits during physical 

activity. 
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919 (S1) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9/HEALTH Grade 9 Credit 1/2 

  (S2)  

   PE - All 9th grade students are required to participate during instruction in fitness center 

orientation, basic fitness, medicine balls, stretching and flexibility and jump rope skills.  

The program is designed to increase physical fitness, and broaden capabilities in 

individual, team and cooperative activities. 

   Health - Freshman Health is a course component that addresses the transition from 

middle school into the high school setting.  Topics such as cliques, stereotypes, body 

image, depression & suicide prevention, illegal substance use, abuse, self-esteem, and 

positive decision making are discussed.  Grades are based on attendance, class 

participation, exams and projects.  Freshman Health grades represent a percentage of the 

students’ overall PE grade. 

 

921 (S1) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 

  (S2) Grade 10                Credit 1/2 

   PE - All 10th grade students participate in a required curriculum that includes instruction 

in state fitness test preparation, medicine balls, stretching and flexibility, jump-rope, and 

pedometers.  The program is designed to increase physical fitness and broaden capabilities 

in individual, team and cooperative activities.  Students have an opportunity to choose 

individual and/or team offerings to participate in throughout the semester. 

 

9230 (S1) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11/HEALTH Grade 11                Credit 1/2 

    (S2) 

PE - At this level, the development of skills in lifetime sports and recreational activities 

along with physical fitness are emphasized.  The program is geared to meet the needs and 

interests of all students.  Students participate in fitness, medicine balls, jump rope and heart 

rate monitor activities, utilizing pedometers and plyometrics.   

 Health - Junior Health is a course component that focuses on the use & abuse of 

substances.  Topics such as illegal drug use and abuse, alcohol use and abuse, and the 

dangers of nicotine are discussed as well as the legal ramifications.  Students must 

successfully complete the Junior Health component in order to meet the requirements for 

graduation. Grades are based on attendance, class participation, and a final project or exam. 

Junior Health constitutes 30% of the overall P.E. grade. 

 

9250 (S1) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 12/HEALTH Grade 12                Credit 1/2 

    (S2) 

PE - At this level, further development of skills in lifetime sports and recreational 

activities as well as physical fitness are emphasized.  The program is geared to meet the 

needs and interests of all students.  Students participate in exercise lessons that focus on 

fitness, medicine balls, jump rope, heart rate monitors, pedometers, plyometrics and other 

skills.   



5544  

   

Health - Senior Health is a component of the Physical Education course which addresses 

the transition from high school to the college/work setting.  Topics such as stress 

management, nutrition, illegal substance use and abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, 

depression & suicide, prevention, personal safety, preparation for entering the college or 

work environment are covered.  Students must successfully complete the Senior Health 

component in order to meet the requirements for graduation.  Senior Health constitutes 

30% of the overall P.E. grade.  Grades are based on attendance, class participation and a 

final project or exam.   

 

 

    PHYSICAL EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

 

Team Activities Personal Fitness & Lifetime Activities/Skills 

Softball Recreation & Leisure 

Ultimate Frisbee Cooperative Games I, II 

Touch Rugby Weight Training I, II 

Football Bocce 

Soccer Orienteering 

Volleyball Horseshoes 

Speedball Aerobics I, II 

Basketball Racquet Sports 

Floor Hockey Golf 

Handball Badminton 

Broomball Gymnastics 

 Pickleball 

 Tennis 

 Powerwalking/Hiking 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION MEDICAL EXCUSE ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE 

 

Wilton High School has a procedure in place for students who require an alternative to 

the standard physical education activities due to a medically documented health issue.  In 

this case, the student should bring such documentation to the school nurse who will provide 

the student with the necessary form and explain the process for a medical excuse 

alternative. 
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  READING PROGRAM 
 

     The Reading Department is designed for those students who want or need to improve 

their academic performance.  Instruction is individualized and may include test-taking 

speed reading, vocabulary development, reading comprehension, writing and study skills.  

    Students who have demonstrated deficiencies in reading will be strongly recommended 

to take a course in reading.  Additional reading courses specifically designed for special 

education students are listed in Support Services. 

    Actual scheduled courses for 2010-2011 will depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

091 (S1) ADVANCED READING         Grade 10-12       Credit 1/2  

  (S2) 

This course is designed to prepare students for PSAT/SAT tests. The curriculum 

includes: intensive vocabulary study, reading comprehension, test-taking strategies, 

grammar, and essay writing.  

 

0930 (S1) POWER READING Grade 9-12        Credit 1/2  

         (S2)  

This lab offers individualized programs including: speed reading, reading 

comprehension, vocabulary development, study techniques, as well as  PSAT, CAPT and 

SAT Achievement Test preparation. 

 

097 (S1) COLLEGE READING                   Grade 11-12       Credit 1/2  

  (S2) 

This course is designed for upperclassmen who wish to have an intensive reading 

experience to improve their skills.  The student may read a broad range of fiction and non-

fiction materials which increase in difficulty.  Students may practice speed reading to 

increase efficiency in handling the heavier reading loads required in college. 
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  SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 

 Over four years, students may select from a wide variety of full year and semester 

science courses.  Decisions on which courses you will take will depend on several factors: 

individual interest, future education plans, and academic background.  You should plan the 

sequence of your courses with care.  The chart below indicates the kinds of choices 

available at each grade level.  To determine whether you have developed the requisite skills 

for a course, read the appropriate course descriptions, speak with your current science 

teacher or talk with your school counselor.  One year of a physical science and one year of 

a biological science is the state requirement for graduation. 

     Students intending to take any Advanced Placement Science course must have taken 

biology, chemistry, and physics or have the written consent of the AP science instructor 

and the science department instructional leader.  

     Actual courses scheduled for 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

GENERAL SEQUENCE OF SCIENCE COURSES 

 

          9th Grade                10th Grade                11th Grade       12th Grade 

     Chemistry   AP Biology 

     1,2*, or 3  

     **AP Chemistry AP Chemistry 

     **AP Biology 

       

 Biology-1 Physical Sci-1or 2 Geoscience            AP Physics 

                                

 Biology-2   Chemistry  

     1, 2, or 3 

  

 Biology-3  Chemistry-2* or 3        AP Biology AP Biology 

    AP Chemistry AP Chemistry 

 

     Environmental Geoscience 

     Science  

      AP Envir. 

     Science 

 

     Environmental  

     Science 

 

    Physics-2* or 3 Physics 2* or 3 

 

    Semester Semester 

    Courses Courses 

 

*See course descriptions under Chemistry-2 and Physics-2.  
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  ** Advanced Placement Chemistry or Advanced Placement Biology should be selected by 

juniors only if Biology 3 and Chemistry 3 grades are B+ or better.  In addition, these 

courses should be considered by a junior only if advanced mathematics grades are A- or 

better and the student agrees to take AP Physics (calculus-based) as a senior.  The decision 

to take AP Chemistry or AP Biology as a junior requires a consultation with the AP teacher 

of the course.  Minimum Science requirements for graduation: 1 credit in the biological 

sciences, 1 credit in the physical sciences.  The Science Department course offerings based 

on content are classified accordingly: 

 

 Physical Sciences Biological Sciences 

 Physical Science 1 & 2 Biology 1,2, & 3 

 Chemistry 1,2, & 3 Human Biology 

 Physics 2,3 Animal Behavior 

 Geoscience Environmental Science 

 Environmental Science AP Biology 

 AP Chemistry AP Environmental Sci. 

 AP Physics Human Bio  2, 3 

 AP Environmental Science Genetics  2, 3 

 Forensic Science Bioethics   

  Forensic Science 

   

SCIENCE LAB PROGRAM  

 

Typical Lab Schedules 

Two double-lab periods 

 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 

Period A Sci Sci Sci Sci Sci Sci Sci Drop 

Period B    Lab   Lab   

 

Two double lab periods plus one period - (Advanced Placement courses) 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 

Period A Sci Sci Sci Sci Sci Sci Sci Drop 

Period B    Lab   Lab  Sci 

 

 

SEMESTER COURSES IN SCIENCE 

 

Genetics, Animal Behavior, Human Biology, Forensic Science, Bioethics 

 

    These lab-oriented science courses will give the student a chance to investigate in depth 

some specialized and integrated areas of science.  These courses require successful 

completion of two one-year courses in high school science.   
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945 (AL) INTEGRATED SCIENCE 1 Grade 9-12   Credit 1 

946 (AL) INTEGRATED SCIENCE 2  

These courses are designed for those students who need to learn basic biological and 

physical sciences as a practical skill with application to real-life experiences.  Students 

receive individual attention and instruction.  Admission by recommendation only. 

 

320 (AL) BIOLOGY -1 (2 Double Labs)                            Grade  9                     Credit 1 

This course will emphasize laboratory work to foster students' innate curiosity, interest, 

and skill development.  Course material will integrate the major themes of biology, unity of 

form and function, diversity of structure, and genetic continuity.  The areas of study will 

include the microscope, cell study, microorganisms, plants and animals, heredity, and 

ecology.  Recommended:  Middle School and High School Department approval. 

Note:  A student’s program may be differentiated in curriculum, instruction, and 

assessment based on their individual learning needs (Introductory Biology 1). 

 

322 (AL) BIOLOGY-2 (2 Double Labs) Grade 9                     Credit 1 

    This course requires good reading and verbal comprehension skills as abstract concepts 

are emphasized.  Students will be encouraged to work independently and to synthesize, 

analyze, and apply different concepts to their work.  The course will concentrate on those 

concepts and fundamental processes that pertain to living things in general.  During the 

year, emphasis will be placed on such topics as biochemistry, heredity, molecular biology, 

evolution, ecology, and laboratory skills including computer data collection and analysis.  

Students demonstrating exceptional ability in Biology 2 may be recommended for an 

accelerated course in science for the following year.  Recommended Math: Algebra I or 

concurrently. 

 

334 (AL) BIOLOGY-3 (HONORS) (2 Double Labs)  Grade 9                     Credit 1 

Biology-3 is designed as the first course of an accelerated program in science.    This is a 

rigorously paced course in biology for students who have superior background in middle 

school science, reading comprehension, and mathematics.  It includes in-depth study in 

biochemistry, Mendellian and molecular genetics, ecology and evolution, and current 

aspects of modern science and technology.  Emphasis is placed on collection, analysis, and 

interpretation of quantitative data generated in experimental lab work.  Computers are used 

throughout the course in a variety of different activities.  Students are expected to work 

independently and pursue ideas beyond the curriculum content of the course.  

Recommended:  An A average in middle school science courses and B or better in Algebra 

or other math courses of comparable rigor. 

 

335 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (HONORS) (2 Double labs)  

 Grade 11-12          Credit 1 

AP Biology is a fast-paced college level course in biology that utilizes the curriculum set 

forth by the College Board.  The course is laboratory based and computers are utilized in 

the collection and analysis of data.  Strong emphasis is placed on conceptual understanding 

and problem solving skills.  Students are also required to participate in a research project.  

The class meets 10 periods in an 8-day cycle including two double lab periods.  Students  
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are encouraged to take the AP Biology Examination which determines placement and/or 

credit at colleges and universities.  Recommended:  B or better in high school Biology,  

Chemistry, Algebra II and Physics.  Advanced Placement Biology should be selected by 

juniors only if Biology 3 and Chemistry 3 grades are B+ or better.  (In addition, this course 

should be considered by a junior only if the student agrees to take AP Physics (calculus 

based) as a senior.  The decision to take AP Biology as a junior requires a consultation with 

the AP Biology teacher.) 

 

341 (AL) PHYSICAL SCIENCE-1 (2 Double Labs)        Grade 10                   Credit 1 

     The course will emphasize laboratory work to foster students' innate curiosity, interest, 

and skill development.  Topics included in the course are scientific method, measurement, 

matter and energy relationships, forces and motions in solar system, and earth resources.  

Recommended:  Elementary Algebra A or B or General Math. 

Note:  A student’s program may be differentiated in curriculum, instruction, and 

assessment based on their individual learning needs (Introductory Physical Science 1). 

 

342 (AL) PHYSICAL SCIENCE-2 (2 Double Labs) Grade 10                   Credit 1 

     Physical Science 2 is a college preparatory course for sophomores.  The course topics 

include electricity, introductory chemisty, introductory physics and environmental science 

concepts – global climate change and brownfields.  Students will be encouraged to work 

independently and to synthesize, analyze, and apply different ideas to their work.  The 

methods and concepts developed in this course should serve as a strong foundation for 

future work, especially in chemistry, physics, and geoscience.  Recommended:  Algebra I 

or department approval. 

 

345 (AL) GEOSCIENCE (2 Double Labs)   Grade 11-12            Credit 1 

    This course applies the fundamental principles of the physical sciences to studies in 

astronomy, meteorology, oceanography, and geology.  Laboratory and class studies will 

include such topics as the evolution of the universe, distances in space, the solar system, 

earth measurements and motions, weather and climate, the oceans, geography, mapping, 

rocks and minerals, earthquakes and volcanoes, and plate tectonics.  Recommended:  

Physical Science and math skills to include multiplication and division of fractions and 

decimals, simple equations, and percent calculations. 

 

352 (AL) ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (2 Double Labs)  Grade 11-12         Credit 1 

    This course incorporates an extensive laboratory and field-work component.  Utilizing 

the Norwalk River, Allen's Meadow, and the school pond as field study sites, the student 

uncovers many concepts in environmental science and ecology. Topics investigated include 

natural and human ecosystems, endangered wildlife, toxic waste disposal, world population 

growth, and other current issues.  Generally, we focus on the movement of matter and 

energy through these diverse ecosystems. Additional opportunities exist for the student to 

participate in local research programs such as tracking the winter flounder population in 

Long Island Sound, monitoring the levels of Fecal coliform bacteria in the Norwalk River, 

and other opportunities for field work.  Recommended:  Biology and Physical Science. 
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  353 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (HONORS) 

                                                      (2 Double Labs)               Grade 11-12    Credit 1 

A college-level course in Environmental Science.  To meet College Board requirements, 

the class meets 10 periods in an 8-day cycle for additional lectures/discussions.  The course 

includes an extensive laboratory and field work component.  The course is designed to 

prepare students for the AP exam in May.  Once enrolled in AP Environmental Science 

students may have the opportunity to also enroll in the University of Connecticut.  This 

offering will be dependent on enrollment patterns and staffing assignments.  

Recommended:  Strong background (B or better) in Biology, Chemistry, Algebra II and 

Physics.   

 

3641 (AL) CHEMISTRY-1 (2 Double Labs) Grade 11 - 12           Credit 1 

    Chemistry 1 is designed to offer the same opportunities as a Chemistry 2 & 3 but the 

material is covered in less depth and is less quantitative.  The curriculum is further 

enhanced through web homework assignments from the University of Texas.  Math skills 

should include multiplication and division of fractions and decimals, simple equations and 

percent calculation. The science department suggests successful completion of algebra and 

physical science.  Students may make changes among the levels in the chemistry program 

during the first semester.  The department requires that a discussion with the chemistry 

instructor should precede a change in level.  

 

362 (AL) CHEMISTRY-2 (2 Double Labs) Grade 10 - 12      Credit 1 

Chemistry 2 emphasizes the quantitative (mathematical) evaluation of data.  Laboratory 

experiments are supplemented with discussion, lectures, and worksheets.  Included are 

such topics as atomic structure, gas laws, and chemical systems.  The curriculum is further 

enhanced through web homework assignments from the University of Texas.  Students 

may make changes among levels in the chemistry program at anytime during the first 

semester.  The Science Department requires that a discussion with the chemistry instructor 

precede a change in level.   

*Recommendation:  The Science Department strongly recommends that sophomores 

entering Chemistry 2 have taken Biology 2 (B or better), have strong Algebra I skills, and 

take (or have taken) Algebra II.   

 

363 (AL) CHEMISTRY-3 (HONORS)  (2 Double Labs) Grade 10*-12            Credit 1 

Chemistry 3 relies heavily on the student’s proven quantitative/mathematical reasoning 

skills.  The teachers of this course expect students to have an aptitude for abstract 

reasoning.  Laboratory experiments are supplemented with discussion, lectures, and 

worksheets.  Included are such topics as atomic structure, gas laws, and chemical systems. 

The honors chemistry student is expected to assume a greater, independent role in the 

educational process.  This is accomplished through supplemental enrichment packets, class 

presentation of laboratory experiments and homework assignments from the University of 

Texas website. Students may make changes among levels in the chemistry program at 

anytime during the first semester.  The Science Department requires that a discussion with 

the chemistry instructor precede a change in level.   
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  *Recommendation:  The Science Department strongly recommends that sophomores 

entering Chemistry 3 will have taken Biology 3 and earned a B or better, have strong 

Algebra I skills, and be planning to take (or have taken) Algebra II.   

 

366 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY (HONORS) 

                                                            (2 Double Labs) Grade 11-12    Credit 1 

    This is a college level general chemistry course in which lab activities, problem solving, 

and concept development are emphasized.  The course is designed to prepare students for 

the CEEB qualifying examination in May.  Recommended:  B or better in high school 

Biology, Chemistry, Algebra II, and Physics.  Department approval which includes a 

strong teacher recommendation.   Advanced Placement Chemistry should be selected by 

juniors only if Biology 3 and Chemistry 3 grades are B+ or better.  (In addition, this course 

should be considered by a junior only if advanced mathematics grades are A- or better and 

the student agrees to take AP Physics (calculus based) as a senior.  The decision to take AP 

Chemistry as a junior requires a consultation with the AP Chemistry Teacher.) 

 

372 (AL) PHYSICS-2 (2 Double Labs) Grade 11-12             Credit 1 

This course will prepare students for a college-level physics course.  Emphasis is placed 

upon analysis of data collected and communication of ideas developed.  Students are 

expected to apply concepts developed to solve everyday situations. Students should be 

taking Introduction to Analysis 2 concurrently.  All physics students will use the Internet 

access as a part of their physics course.   

 

373 (AL) PHYSICS-3 (HONORS) (2 Double Labs) Grade 11-12              Credit 1 

Physics-3 is designed as the third course in an accelerated program of science study.  The 

course considers concepts similar to Physics 2 but require more rigorous analysis of 

laboratory activities by way of developing mathematical models to fit data.  Students will 

be expected to solve multi-step problems.  Once enrolled in Honors Physics, students will 

have the opportunity to also enroll in the University of Connecticut Early College 

Experience (ECE) Program allowing them to gain 4 credits through the University of 

Connecticut.  This offering will be dependent on enrollment patterns and staffing 

assignments.  Recommended:  Strong background (B or better) in Biology, Chemistry, 

Algebra II and Physics.  Students should be taking concurrently or have previously taken 

and successfully completed Analysis 3.  Students who are enrolled in or are planning to 

enroll in calculus, should consider taking Advance Placement Physics 374.  All physics 

courses integrate internet resources and homework services as part of the curriculum. 

 

374 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS (HONORS)  

(2 Double Labs)                Grade 11-12    Credit 1     

A college level physics course that emphasizes problem solving.  The course shall parallel 

introductory calculus courses developing a foundation in mechanics. The course is 

designed to prepare students for the CEEB qualifying examination (Physics C-

MECHANICS) in May. All physics students will use Internet access as a part of their 

physics course. AP Physics meets 10 times in the 8-day cycle. 
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  SEMESTER COURSES IN SCIENCE 

      

     Successful completion of two year-long courses in high school science is required 

before taking a semester course.  Please note that semester courses are offered on an 

alternate year basis only.  All courses include a double lab period.       

                               

 

  COURSE                                           2010-2011         2011-2012 

 

 SEMESTER                                                 1st          2nd                  1st         2nd 

    Forensic Science x x - - 

 Animal Behavior - - x x 

  Human Biology                                              x             x x x  

  Genetics - - x x

 Bioethics                                                x x - - 

  

3812 (S1) HUMAN BIOLOGY-2  (2 Double Labs) Grade 11-12           Credit 1/2 

         (S2) 

     This course will enable students to learn about selected topics in human anatomy and 

physiology. Topics incorporate a conceptual understanding of homeostasis and 

structure/function of humans and include:  cytology, human digestion, circulation and gas 

exchange, the nervous system and the immune system.   Emphasis will be placed on 

laboratory activities. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two year-long courses in high 

school science including biology.  

 

3810 (S1) HUMAN BIOLOGY-3 (HONORS) (2 Double Labs) Grade 11-12  Credit 1/2 

         (S2) 

     This course will enable students to learn about selected topics in human anatomy and 

physiology. Topics incorporate a conceptual understanding of homeostasis and 

structure/function of humans and include:  cytology, human digestion, circulation and gas 

exchange, the nervous system and the immune system. Emphasis will be placed on 

laboratory activities.  

     Students who wish to take the Human Biology class as an honors course will be 

expected to complete extensions presented in laboratory work, supplemental reading 

assignments, and additional questions on tests.  This additional work will provide students 

with more depth, enrichment, and mathematical challenges in the field of human 

physiology.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two year-long courses in high school 

science including biology. 

 

3892 (S1) GENETICS-2 (2 Double Labs)  

         (S2)  (Not offered 2010-2011)                        

 Grade 11-12      Credit 1/2 

This course will enable the student to investigate in-depth the broad field of inheritance. 

Mendelian genetics, DNA structure and function, mutations, human genetics, gene 

mapping, gene regulation and recombinant DNA will be covered during this semester 

course. Laboratory activities include fruit flies crosses, karyotyping, gel electrophoresis  
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and gene splicing. Prerequisite: Successful completion of two year long courses in high 

school science including biology.  

 

3890 (S1) GENETICS-3 (HONORS)    (2 Double Labs)  Grade 11-12      Credit 1/2 

          (S2)  (Not offered 2010-2011)                               

 This course will enable the student to investigate in-depth the broad field of inheritance. 

Mendelian genetics, DNA structure and function, mutations, human genetics, gene 

mapping, gene regulation, and recombinant DNA will be covered during this semester 

course. Laboratory activities include fruit flies crosses, karyotyping, gel electrophoresis, 

and gene splicing.  

     The individual who wishes to take the Genetics class as an honors course will be 

expected to complete extensions presented in laboratory work, supplemental reading 

assignments and additional questions on tests.  This additional work will provide students 

with more depth, enrichment and mathematical challenges in the field of genetics.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of two year-long courses in high school science 

including biology.  

 

391 (S1) ANIMAL BEHAVIOR    (2 Double Labs)    Grade 11-12      Credit 1/2 

  (S2) (Not offered 2010-2011)                     

The behavior of a variety of different animals will be studied with emphasis placed on 

such topics as the evolution of behavior, instinctive v.s. learned behavior, communication, 

social behavior, and population dynamics.  The students will apply field and laboratory 

methods to investigate lecture topics.  Students will select areas of special interest for 

individual projects.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two year-long courses in high 

school science including biology. 

 

387 (Sl) FORENSIC SCIENCE      (2 Double Labs)              Grade 11-12       Credit 1/2 

  (S2)   

     Forensic science centers about the practical application of scientific literacy.  Students 

will observe the many ways knowledge of many disciplines apply to matters of law.  

Students will witness first-hand the application of these disciplines as they perform 

laboratory experiments, learn about real-life criminal investigations, Also, students will 

participate in inquiry-based activities that will enable them to understand the nature of 

evidence such as DNA, forgery, chemical analysis of compounds, stain identification, 

ballistics, etc. 

    In addition to a highly intensive science portion, the students will learn aspects of crime 

scene investigation, preservation of evidence, criminal profiling, and legal issues 

surrounding these investigations.  This course is recommended to those students who are 

considering a career in law, law enforcement, laboratory science or psychology.  The 

science department recommends the successful completion of biology and chemistry for 

students who intend to enroll in this course. 
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383 (S1)    BIOETHICS             (2 Double Labs)             Grade 11-12           Credit 1/2 

  (S2)    

 Bioethics is a course for any student interested in the impact of biotechnology on 

society.  Students will be encouraged to make evidence-based decisions as well as explore 

their own ideas regarding moral dilemma.  Students will consequently study methodologies 

used by philosophers and scientists for solving moral quandaries, develop a process for 

moral inquiry, and apply this process to case studies.  Assessments include position papers 

and class presentations related to key issues in Bioethics.  Prerequisite:    Successful 

completion of two year-long courses in high school science including biology. 
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  SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

 

The Social Studies program has as its principle objective the development of citizens 

who are generally knowledgeable about the world in which they live and specifically well-

informed in terms of our own society and its evolution.  In order to accomplish this 

objective, a four-year sequence of courses is offered.  The courses have been designed to 

provide the student with knowledge about the world both past and present, to teach the 

skills needed to evaluate data and make decisions, and to provide the opportunity to reflect 

on the values that have shaped societies. 

As a minimum, three credits of Social Studies courses are required for graduation. 

Western Civilization (one credit) is the introductory course for ninth graders.   By 

Connecticut state requirements, U.S. History (one credit) and Government (half credit) are 

required.  In addition, WHS students are expected to take an area studies course (half 

credit).   Our area studies courses include African Studies, Asian Studies, Latin American 

Studies, Middle Eastern Studies, and Russian Studies.  Also, the Social Studies Department 

offers three Advanced Placement courses:  AP U.S. History, AP European History and AP 

Government and Politics.  Students who take AP U.S. History, AP Government and 

Politics and AP Modern European History as part of their four-year sequence satisfy the 

area studies requirements. Rounding out our program of studies, the department offers four 

electives:  Economics, Sociology, Law and the American Legal System, and Film as 

Historical Narrative.   

   The following is the recommended sequence for most students: 

 

Grade    9 Western Civilization (or Humanities*) 

Grade  10  U.S. History (or Government/Area Studies if recommended by 9
th

 grade 

teacher) 

Grade  11   Government/Area Studies (or AP US History**)  

Grade  12   Social Studies electives  (See course descriptions) 

 

*Humanities is a course open to students who have been identified as gifted and/or 

talented; other students may enroll based on middle school teacher recommendation, 

academic record, standardized test scores, and interest.  See course description. 

**AP U.S. History is open to students with a B+ average in Social Studies courses who 

successfully complete the application process which includes teacher recommendation and 

a qualifying exam.   

   Actual courses scheduled for 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment. 

 

9471 (AL) SOCIAL STUDIES FUNDAMENTALS 1  Grade 9                Credit  1 

9472 (AL) SOCIAL STUDIES FUNDAMENTALS 2, 3, 4 Grade 10-12         Credit  1 

  These courses are designed to meet the needs of those students who enter the high school 

with needs in basic skill areas.  Emphasis is placed on practice in the prerequisite skills 

needed for social studies achievement: thinking, critical reading, research.  Students 

develop an awareness of the world around them.  Admission by recommendation only. 
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  9470 (AL) WESTERN CIVILIZATION 1 Grade 9                   Credit 1 

This course parallels Western Civilization 2 in its curriculum but is taught at a pace that 

allows for greater individualized attention and instruction.  This class includes an 

interdisciplinary component with Freshman English 1.  Students experience course 

concepts and skill building in a small group setting.  Study and research skills are 

emphasized as are higher -level reading and writing skills.  Admission by recommendation 

only. 

 

529 (AL) WESTERN CIVILIZATION 2 Grade 9                     Credit 1   

     This course is a conceptual examination of the roots of Western culture and institutions 

from early civilization in the Middle East through the Classical Age of Greece and Rome, 

the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Reformation, and the growth of industrialization and 

the nation state to the middle of the nineteenth century.  Aspects of non-Western culture 

are also introduced. Sections are combined with Freshman English for team-taught 

interdisciplinary work.  Western Civilization is the entry level course in social studies. 

  

981 (AL) HUMANITIES (Honors) (Program for Gifted Students) 

 Grade 9                Credit 2 

    Focusing on an interdisciplinary and conceptual study of art, literature, government, 

philosophy, and science, Humanities considers periods in Western History from the Dawn 

of Civilization to the present.  Taught by an English teacher and a Social Studies teacher, 

the course meets for two periods.  Students identified as gifted will have the first option to 

enroll in the course.  If space permits, other students may enroll based on their academic 

record, standardized test scores, middle school teacher recommendation, counselor 

conference, and interest. 

 

9480 (AL) UNITED STATES HISTORY 1 Grade 10    Credit 1 

This course is designed for students needing an individualized approach to history. The 

course parallels U.S. History 2 in its study of the United States from colonial times to the 

present.    Admission by recommendation only. 

 

534 (AL) UNITED STATES HISTORY 2  Grade 10                   Credit 1   

This course is a survey of the history of the United States from colonial times to the 

present.  Major political, economic, and social movements are examined. This course 

includes historical research and the research paper.  Recommended for students who have 

completed Western Civilization or Humanities. 

 

5721 (S2) GOVERNMENT 1 Grade 11-12           Credit 1/2  

    Our democracy is predicated upon having informed citizens.  Working on this premise, 

this course presents students with information about the federal, state, and local 

government.  Students use contemporary sources and current issues to clarify their 

understanding of the system.  While this course parallels the curriculum in Government 2,  

it is taught at a pace that allows for greater individualized instruction. Note-taking, study 

and research skills are emphasized.  Admission by recommendation only. 
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  571 (S1) GOVERNMENT 2                      Grade  10-12       Credit 1/2 

  (S2)   

This course meets state requirements for graduation and follows the Connecticut 

framework and national standards for civic education.  The course concerns itself primarily 

with the origins and practices in United States government. It also provides students with 

the opportunity to develop and demonstrate knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of 

citizens. 

 

535 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY (HONORS) 

 Grade 11-12              Credit 1 

      The Advanced Placement program in American History makes demands upon students 

equivalent to those of full-year introductory college courses.  In addition to extensive 

weekly reading, students will be required to write scholarly papers, research topics in 

American history and conduct seminars, and prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam in  

May.  It is expected that students enrolled in this course will take the AP exam.  Entrance 

to the course is by application, teacher recommendation, and a written qualifying exam.   

Students must have a B+ average in their social studies classes to enroll in this course.  

Students need to complete summer reading for this Advanced Placement course. 

 

5610 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY (HONORS) 

  Grade 10-12             Credit 1           

    This course is designed to develop an understanding of the principal social, cultural, 

political and economic themes in modern European history from 1450 (the Renaissance) to 

the present.  The course prepares students for college entrance by introducing European 

history through multiple themes reflecting an interdisciplinary awareness and through a 

diversity of presentation.  It is expected that students taking the Advanced Placement 

European History course will take the exam.  Students who desire to take Advanced 

Placement European History must meet the following criteria: 

Entrance to the course is by application, teacher recommendation, and a written 

qualifying exam.   Students must have a B+ average in their social studies classes to enroll 

in this course.  Students need to complete summer reading for this Advanced Placement 

course. 

  

573 ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (HONORS) 

       (AL)                Grade 11 - 12             Credit 1 

AP United States Government and Politics give students an analytical perspective on 

government and politics in the United States.  This course includes both the study of 

general concepts used to interpret United States politics and the analysis of specific 

examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and 

ideas that constitute US politics. Students become acquainted with a variety of theoretical 

perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes.   

 

•  Students who wish to take the course as a junior or senior must have a B+ average in all 

the prior social studies courses, must submit two written recommendations from their most  

current social studies teachers, and successfully complete a qualifying exam.  Students 

need to complete summer reading for this Advanced Placement course. 
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  The following is a planned time-line for semester (half-credit) course offerings.  Social 

Studies elective courses will depend on sufficient enrollment.   

 

 

 COURSE/YEAR                                                         2010-2011          2011-2012                                                

 

 SEMESTER                                                  1st          2
nd

         1
st
         2

nd
                    

     Law and the American Legal System x              x       -            x 

  Economics                                                     x              x       -            x 

  Sociology -               -           x            - 

 Film as Historical Narrative x              x           x         - 

 African Studies                                              x              x           -            -     

 Russian Studies                                             x              x       -            -

 Asian Studies                                                 -               -       x            x 

 Latin American Studies  -               -           x            x 

 Middle Eastern Studies   -               -           x           x

  

567 (S1)  ECONOMICS Grade 10-12 Credit 1/2 

Economics is a half-year course, which will cover the basic principles of 

Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.  Topics include:  economic decision-making, 

alternative economic systems, supply and demand, marginal analysis, market structures, 

money and banking, stocks and bonds, economic indicators, and the effects of government 

fiscal and monetary policies. 

 

585 (S1) LAW AND THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM   

  Grade 11 - 12  Credit 1/2 

This course is designed to provide students with a practical understanding of the law and 

the American legal system that will be useful in their everyday lives. Students will have the 

opportunity to hone their advocacy, conflict resolution, and critical thinking skills as they 

analyze and discuss some of the most important and interesting legal issues and 

controversies of our time. Students’ understanding of the fundamental principles and 

values underlying the U.S. Constitution, our civil and criminal laws, and the civil and 

criminal justice systems will be enhanced.  This course is open to students who have 

successfully completed a course in U.S. History and Government. 

 

563 (S2) SOCIOLOGY (Not offered 2010-2011) Grade 10-12 Credit 1/2             

The course covers the basic concepts and methods of sociology; analysis of our own 

culture and others; the way in which people are socialized; how society is organized into  

groups, organizations and communities; social inequalities due to class, race, age and sex; 

social institutions; collective behavior; and social change.  Students will do library research 

and carry out original studies. 

 



6699  

  587 (S2) FILM AS HISTORICAL NARRATIVE Grade 11-12         Credit 1/2 

     Film as a historical narrative requires students to read, to write and to think critically 

about film as text.  This semester long course proposes to examine imagination in feature 

films that are based on historical events and personalities, and evaluate “truth” in  

documentary film.  Students will engage in visual literacy by using the methods and 

approaches of critical reading, thinking, and writing and will examine the current research 

about film as historical narrative.  The course will include the art of film, learning to “read” 

the movies as texts in the study of history, and reading contemporary criticism by film  

critics and historians.  This course has not been approved to meet NCAA eligibility 

requirements. 

 

5651 (S1) AREA STUDIES (LEVEL 1)  Grade 11-12         Credit 1/2    

    This course is designed to deepen students' awareness of current events and issues.  At 

the same time the students’ reading and writing skills are fortified as they read current 

materials and exercise critical thinking skills to respond to these issues.  Note-taking, study 

skills, research, and writing will be a component.  Admission by recommendation only.  

The specific area studies course that is designated as Area Studies 1 depends on the master 

scheduling process.   

  

569 (S1) ASIAN STUDIES (Not offered 2010-2011) Grade 10-12         Credit 1/2 

  (S2)                          

Students will learn the physical and political geography of Asia.  Through a variety of 

readings, films, and Internet sources, they will study several Asian nations’ history, culture, 

government and economy and their relations with the United States.  Additional topics 

covered include traditional religious and philosophical systems, as well as current topics 

dictated by events in Asia.  

 

577 (S1) RUSSIAN STUDIES  Grade 10-12  Credit 1/2               

  (S2)   

     Russian Studies will introduce students to the study of the Russian state by introducing 

them to the history and culture of Imperial Russia, the Russian revolution, and the ideology 

of Marx, Lenin and Stalin.  The course also examines the political, social and economic 

climate of the contemporary Russia state. 

 

579 (S1) LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES  Grade 10-12    Credit 1/2 

 (S2) (Not offered 2010-2011) 

The course begins with the geography of South and Central America and concludes with a 

consideration of the contemporary political landscape.  Topics considered include pre-

Columbian social organization (i.e. Incas, Aztecs, Mayans), the Spanish conquest and 

colonial period, independence movements, the role of the church, and U.S. involvement  

from the Monroe Doctrine to the present day with specific references to the history of 

American involvement in Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Chile. 
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  581 (S1) AFRICAN STUDIES  Grade 10-12    Credit 1/2  

 (S2)   

    This course will develop student understanding of the material culture and the social, 

economic and political institutions of the people of sub-Saharan Africa.  Students will use a  

variety of resources to investigate the diversity of sub-Saharan culture and geography, and 

to discuss Africa's role in the world today, including relationships with the U.S. 

                         

583 (S1)  MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES  

    (S2)  (Not offered 2010-2011)                      Grade 10 - 12 Credit 1/2 

    The Middle Eastern Studies course focuses on the region but will discuss its far-reaching 

impact on other areas of the world.  The course will cover the history of the region as a 

basis for student understanding of current events and the important role this region has 

played and will continue to play in our world.  The course will also include the region’s 

religion, art and literature. 
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SUPPORT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

LEVEL 1 COURSES 

 

     The Support Services Department is specifically designed to provide individualized 

instruction and support to students recommended by our Pupil Study Team.  All Level 1 

courses are by recommendation only.  Courses are designed to meet the common core of 

learning in their respective subject areas.  Course descriptions of Level 1 courses are 

located in the individual subject areas within this Program of Studies. 

 

COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK 

 

     Personal attitudes, behavior, decision making, peer relations and relationships to 

authority are dealt with through group and individual counseling.  Potential conflicts are 

focused upon through group and personal discussions. 

 

SPEECH & HEARING 

 

     Services are recommended by the Planning and Placement Team and are offered on an 

individual basis.  

              

(S1) ACADEMIC LAB       Grades 9-12  Varies 

The emphasis of Academic Lab is on effective approaches to academic work at the high 

school level.  Academic support in English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science and 

literacy are provided.  Along with academic support, study skills, time management, 

listening, organization, note-taking, test-taking, mnemonics, and self-advocacy strategies 

are emphasized in order to help students become more successful in their classes.   

The course also helps students to perform productively and independently in mainstream 

classes.  A systematic plan of attack in approaching academic tasks is taught through 

specific strategies. 

Admission by recommendation only. 

 

0935 CORRECTIVE READING         Grades 9-12     Credit 1 

This course directly and systematically teaches students how to fluently and accurately 

decode.  Instruction is interactive and multi-sensory.  Students learn to encode (spell) as 

they learn to decode.  Admission by recommendation only.   

 

9320 (S2) SENIOR LEARNING STRATEGIES  Grade 12           Credit 1/2 

This course is designed to assist seniors whose post high school plans include college. 

Emphasis is placed on the successful transition to college; both academic and social 

strategies are stressed. Admission by recommendation only. 
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  939 (S1) (AL) COMPREHENSIVE READING 1, 2 Grade 9-12           Credit 1/2 

    (S2) 

The aim of this course is to improve students’ reading comprehension through analysis 

of and practice in many genres.  As a result of these efforts, vocabulary will be augmented, 

fluency improved, and critical reading strengthened.  Admission by recommendation only. 

 

937 (S2) TRANSITION I           Grade 11         Credit 1/2 

This course is designed to provide guidance for the student in self-understanding, 

decision-making, and personal goal setting.  Students examine the components of careers 

and complete projects related to potential career activities.  Admission by recommendation 

only. 

 

938 (S1) TRANSITION II              Grade 12        Credit 1/2 

This course provides the student with an opportunity to develop post-secondary 

planning.  Family and professional activities are simulated to help students understand 

adult responsibilities. While most projects are undertaken on an individual basis, class 

discussions provide a follow-up forum. The course focuses on college planning and career 

insight. Admission by recommendation only. 

 

955 (AL) CAREER DISCOVERY Grade 9-12                Credit 1 

    This course is designed to meet the needs of students as they begin to make post high 

school plans.  Students become cognizant of their own strengths and weaknesses and how  

these strengths and weaknesses can be channeled into meaningful careers.  Students engage 

in various hands-on activities in various job sites that broaden awareness of their own 

special talents.  

 

050 (AL) PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 1,2,3,4   

 Grade 9-12    Credit 1 

   This course is designed for students who need basic academic skill instruction along with 

functional or life skills instruction.  Skills are taught in the classroom and in natural 

settings.  The curriculum in this course reflects the transitional goals of independent living, 

community participation and employment/post secondary education.  Admission by 

recommendation only.     
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  WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

The World Language Department encourages the study of one or more languages to 

promote global understanding. Language expresses the essence of a people and its study 

fosters a gradually deepening knowledge of the culture, geography, history and social 

institutions of another country or countries. In addition, it provides a differing perspective 

on one’s own culture and language. 

 World Language study is also a developmental experience which implies progressive 

learning of the fundamental skills of listening, reading, writing, and speaking. The general 

goals of the World Language Department are to develop in students an increasing ability:  

1) to understand the spoken world language, 2) to read it with ease and enjoyment, 3) to 

write it, and 4) to speak it.  Attaining language proficiency is directly related to the 

learner’s motivation and to the time and effort expended.  All courses in the World 

Language Program have access to the audio and computer language laboratory facilities.  

Scheduled language lab programs are designed to reinforce linguistic and lexical skills 

learned in the classroom, as well as to expand the horizon of language study through the 

use of cultural materials.  

The table below indicates which languages are taught, which sequences are offered, and 

which electives may be selected. 

    Actual courses scheduled for 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment. 

  FRENCH SPANISH GERMAN LATIN RUSSIAN 

S      

E 

H      

I 

AP FRENCH LANG. 

448 

AP SPANISH LANG.  

477 

   

Q     

U 

G        

H 

FRENCH 

446 

FRENCH 

434* 

SPANISH 

476 

SPANISH 

464*** 

GERMAN 

484 

LATIN 

454 

RUSSIAN 

494 

E     

N 

          

S 

FRENCH 

445 

FRENCH 

433** 

SPANISH 

475 

SPANISH 

463 

GERMAN 

483 

LATIN 

453 

RUSSIAN 

493 

C     

E 

C       

H      

FRENCH 

444 

FRENCH 

432 

SPANISH 

474 

SPANISH 

462 

GERMAN 

482 

LATIN 

452 

RUSSIAN 

492 

 O      

O      

L 

FRENCH 

443 

FRENCH 

431 

SPANISH 

473 

SPANISH 

461 

GERMAN 

481 

LATIN 

451 

RUSSIAN 

491 

 

  FRENCH  

 442  (GR 8) 

SPANISH  

 472  (GR 8) 

   

  FRENCH  

 441  (GR 7) 

SPANISH  

 471  (GR 7) 

    

  FRENCH 

 440  (GR 6) 

SPANISH 

 470  (GR 6) 

    

  FRENCH 

 (GR 5)    (GR 4) (GR3) 

SPANISH 

(GR 5)    (GR 4) (GR3) 

    

   *see French 444 

**see French 443  ***see Spanish 473 

Actual courses scheduled for 2010-2011 depend on sufficient enrollment.  

  

*Please note that an Independent Study in Greek is also offered.  Information on this 

offering is provided under the Independent Study section in the Special Programs 

Section. 
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FRENCH LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

 

THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCE IS RECOMMENDED FOR THOSE STUDENTS 

WHO COMPLETED FRENCH 442 IN GRADE 8:  

 

443/433 (AL) FRENCH III               Grade 9          Credit 1 

This course builds upon the basics of language learning (vocabulary, grammar, and 

pronunciation) established in previous courses. Specific objectives at this level are to 

continue the study of grammar, develop reading, writing, listening and speaking skills, and 

foster cultural awareness. Emphasis will be placed on learning current vocabulary and 

idiomatic expressions to increase reading comprehension and oral fluency in authentic 

situations. Aspects of French and francophone civilizations will be presented through a 

variety of materials and media. Recommended: C or better in French 442. 

 

444/434 (AL) FRENCH IV                     Grade 10           Credit 1 

This course continues to stress the acquisition of the fundamental language skills of 

listening, writing, speaking, and reading (fiction and non-fiction) using an interdisciplinary 

approach. Formal grammatical structures are studied at a more complex level. Emphasis 

will be placed on learning current vocabulary and idiomatic expressions to increase reading 

comprehension and oral fluency. Students will hear and read selected materials varying in 

length and difficulty to develop greater word recognition in context.  Aspects of French and 

francophone civilizations will be presented through a variety of materials and media. 

Recommended: C or better in French 443. 

 

445 (AL) FRENCH V (HONORS)                     Grade 11           Credit 1 

In this course emphasis will be placed on advanced tense usage, syntax, idioms, and 

vocabulary acquisition through reading and study of stories taken from French and 

francophone literature. Regularly administered reading comprehension passages and 

listening exercises of a more advanced level will be used to perfect the listening, speaking,  

reading, and writing skills. Class discussion will be conducted in French. French history, 

art, culture, and society will be studied and reinforced through the use of diverse materials.  

Recommended: C or better in French 444. 

 

446 (AL) FRENCH Vl (HONORS)         Grade 12           Credit 1 

In this course, students will read contemporary cultural documents and selected literary 

works of prose and poetry from the Middle Ages to the present. Frequent compositions and 

oral presentations will be made in French and all classroom discussions will be conducted 

entirely in the language. Grammar review will be stressed through the composition 

segment of the program.  Students will be required to perform with greater accuracy the 

basic skills of listening, reading, writing, and speaking. Recommended: C or better in 

French 445. 
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  448 ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH LANGUAGE (HONORS) 

 Grade 12                Credit 1 

Students who elect this course will develop their proficiency in listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills in preparation for the AP French language examination.  In 

addition to the material covered in French level VI Honors, AP students will write 

compositions regularly, prepare and submit recordings, and complete assigned grammatical 

review exercises.  This course follows the prescript of the College Entrance Examination 

Board and is viewed as the equivalent of an intermediate level college course.      This course 

is taught entirely in French. Recommended:  B or better in French 445, with teacher’s 

approval and completion of a preparatory summer assignment.  

 

433 (AL) FRENCH 3rd YEAR       

(See French 443 – French III)              Grade 10-12    Credit 1 

 

434 (AL) FRENCH 4th YEAR  

(See French 444 - FRENCH IV)               Grade 11-12         Credit 1 

 

SPANISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

 

THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCE IS RECOMMENDED FOR THOSE STUDENTS 

WHO COMPLETED SPANISH 472 IN GRADE 8: 

473 (AL) SPANISH III         Grade 9        Credit 1 

This course builds upon the basics of language learning begun in previous courses.  

Specific objectives at this level are to continue the study of grammar, to develop oral and 

listening competence and reading and writing skills as well as to foster cultural awareness.  

Emphasis will be placed on learning vocabulary and idiomatic expressions to increase 

reading comprehension and oral fluency in authentic situations.  A variety of materials and 

media will be used.  The class will be conducted primarily in Spanish.  Recommended:  C 

or better in Spanish 472. 

 

474 (AL) SPANISH IV                    Grade 10              Credit 1 

Emphasis in this course is placed on extensive production of language through oral and 

written expression and increased listening skills.  Special emphasis is given to developing 

reading skills through fiction and nonfiction to prepare students for standardized tests.  

Students are expected to participate in Spanish on a daily basis and apply previously 

learned material to new real life situations.  Language lab activities will be closely 

correlated to classroom work.  Cultural aspects of Latin America will be studied in depth, 

including an introduction to literature and history.  The class will be conducted primarily in 

Spanish.  Recommended:  C or better in Spanish 473 or 464. 

 

475 (AL) SPANISH V (HONORS)                          Grade 11            Credit 1 

This class offers the opportunity for students to improve and perfect their listening, oral 

and writing skills and to enhance their reading skills through the study of various literary 

pieces.  Students are expected to participate in discussions in Spanish on the literary 

selections that come from Spain, Mexico and other Latin American countries.  Reading 

passages and listening exercises of a more advanced level will be used to perfect the  
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listening and reading skills.  A review of grammar, idioms, and verb usage will be an 

ongoing process throughout the year.  Art and history will be studied at a more advanced 

level through the use of diverse materials and projects.  This class is conducted entirely in 

Spanish.   Recommended:  C or better in Spanish 474. 

 

476 (AL) SPANISH Vl  (HONORS)                    Grade 12                Credit 1 

This course offers students the opportunity to improve their communication skills, 

placing emphasis on conversation and composition.  Students will be expected to 

understand formal and informal Spanish, to speak with an intermediate level of 

proficiency, to read a variety of texts including literary works, and write narratives, direct 

responses and essays on a variety of topics.  Students will participate in class discussions, 

interviews, dialogs, and oral presentations.  Class participation is essential.  This class is 

conducted entirely in Spanish. Recommended:  Teacher referral and a C or better in 

Spanish 475. 

 

477 (AL) ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LANGUAGE (HONORS) 

         Grade 12                Credit 1 

 Students who elect this course will develop proficiency by integrating their language 

skills while using authentic materials and sources.  In preparation for the AP Spanish 

language examination, students will make appropriate content and cultural inferences and 

predictions from written and listening resources, improve their interpersonal and 

presentational communicative skills, produce informal and formal writing samples, and 

read with increased speed and comprehension.  In addition, students will complete assigned 

grammar review exercises and demonstrate competence in their knowledge of the culture 

of the Spanish speaking world.  This course follows the prescript of the College Entrance 

Examination Board and is viewed as the equivalent of an intermediate level college course.  

Students may take this course for college credits from the University of Connecticut as part 

of its Early College Experience (ECE).  Enrollment is optional. Actual offerings will 

depend on enrollment patterns and staffing assignments. Students are expected to work 

independently.  Recommended:  B or better in Spanish 475, an oral interview with the 

teacher, and completion of preparatory summer assignments. 

 

FOR THE STUDENTS WHO ARE BEGINNING SPANISH IN HIGH SCHOOL, 

THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCE IS RECOMMENDED. SPANISH 462 IS 

RECOMMENDED FOR THOSE STUDENTS FROM SPANISH 472 WHO WISH 

TO REINFORCE LANGUAGE SKILLS. 

 

461 (AL) SPANISH 1st YEAR                 Grade 9-12       Credit 1 

This course is offered to students wishing to begin the study of Spanish in Grade 9 or to 

start the study of Spanish as a second or third language.  Students will learn the basic sound 

structures of the language and stress oral accuracy in pronunciation. High frequency 

vocabulary will be presented in context and practiced in a variety of stiuations.  Grammar 

will be taught to encourage accurate written and oral communication.  Cultural aspects will 

be an integral part of the class.  This class is designed for students who have had no 

previous Spanish language study. 
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462 (AL) SPANISH 2nd YEAR Grade 9-12                Credit 1 

This course will continue to develop the basics of language learning in oral competence, 

reading skills, formal grammar and writing.  Cultural aspects will be an integral part of the 

class.  Recommended:  C or better in Spanish 461. 

 

463 (AL) SPANISH 3rd YEAR                  Grade 10-12          Credit 1 

This course will build upon the basics acquired in the first two years of language study, 

while emphasizing increased oral fluency in authentic situations.  Students will also read a 

variety of materials in the target language.  Cultural aspects will be an integral part of the 

class.  Recommended:  C or better in Spanish 462. 

 

464 (AL) SPANISH 4th YEAR                   Grade 11-12          Credit 1 

(see 473 - SPANISH III) 

   

GERMAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

 

481 (AL) GERMAN 1st YEAR  Grade 9-12    Credit 1 

This course is an introduction to German for students who are interested in starting a new 

language or studying a second language. The four skill areas of listening, reading, 

speaking, and writing are covered. Emphasis is placed on accurate pronunciation, 

vocabulary acquisition and oral communication. Students will be using the computer and 

audio lab to strengthen their skills. Knowledge of geographical as well as political features 

of Germany will be studied with an in-depth map project. Culture is an integral part of the 

course and is reinforced through oral presentations, videos, music and role play .   

 

482 (AL) GERMAN 2nd YEAR  Grade 9-12    Credit 1 

This course will continue to develop skills in listening, reading, speaking, and writing. 

More emphasis is placed on grammatical structures, idiomatic expressions, and oral 

communication. Active participation in class is essential.  The audio and computer lab will 

continue to reinforce skills. Use of the Internet will be part of the cultural experience as 

well as the use of PowerPoint, oral presentations, poetry, music and  skits.  

 

483(AL) GERMAN 3rd YEAR  Grade 9-12    Credit 1 

This course builds on the basics covered in levels one and two and introduces 

increasingly complex grammar necessary for effective communication. Students are 

expected to speak German as often as possible. Idiomatic expressions, as well as longer 

reading passages will accompany more advanced vocabulary.  Culture will continue to play 

a key role. Students will use the technology available to challenge and enhance their skills.  

In the last quarter students will view and discuss a German sitcom produced by the BBC .  

In the second semester students will view and discuss a German sitcom produced by the 

BBC.    

 

484 (AL) GERMAN 4th YEAR  Grade 9-12    Credit 1 

Emphasis is placed on speaking the language as frequently as possible. Topics for 

discussion will have a cultural basis and will include some aspects of current events in 

German-speaking countries and the EU. Students will be encouraged to use more complex 

language. The four skill areas will continue to be reinforced through practice and review.  
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Students are expected to keep a journal. Selected readings will provide an introduction to 

literature. A selection of prose will give students an introductory overview of German 

verse.  

 

LATIN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

 

451 (AL) LATIN 1st YEAR                Grade 9-12                Credit 1 

This course uses the Cambridge Latin Course, designed to teach the comprehension of 

the Latin language for reading purposes and to develop an understanding of the content, 

style and values of Roman civilization.  Emphasis will also be placed on grammar, 

vocabulary building, and topics such as mythology, history, and Roman culture. 

 

452 (AL) LATIN 2nd YEAR                Grade 10-12        Credit 1 

This course continues with the Cambridge Latin Course designed to teach the 

comprehension of the Latin language for reading purposes. Intermediate and advanced  

forms of syntax and vocabulary are emphasized, with selected readings from Catullus, 

Ovid, and Caesar.  Students will also continue their study of Roman History, Government 

and Social Customs, as well as Classical Mythology and English words derived from Latin 

and Greek roots.  Recommended: C or better in Latin 451. 

 

453 (AL) LATIN 3rd YEAR                  Grade 11-12          Credit 1 

This course focuses on the reading of original Latin literature.  Advanced forms of 

syntax will be emphasized through selected readings from Vergil and Ovid.  Students will 

read and interpret extensive selections from the Aeneid or Metamorphoses, focusing on  

figures of speech, diction, meter and the Latin literary tradition.  Recommended: C or 

better in Latin 452. 

 

454 (AL) LATIN 4th YEAR                   Grade 11-12          Credit 1 

This course emphasizes selected readings of Latin authors including Vergil, Ovid, 

Catullus, Cicero and Caesar.  

 

RUSSIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

 

491 (AL) RUSSIAN 1st YEAR                 Grade 9-12         Credit 1 

This course is a study of the Russian alphabet, spoken and written.  It also introduces 

grammatical concepts:  the nominative, accusative and prepositional cases in the singular, 

the nominative case in the plural, present and past tense conjugations of verbs and basic 

vocabulary.  The culture and history of the former Soviet Union are integrated into the 

course. Basic skills are developed in: listening, speaking, reading and writing of the 

Russian language. 

 

492 (AL) RUSSIAN 2nd YEAR               Grade 10-12          Credit 1 

This course is a continuation of material introduced in Russian 491.  Grammatical cases 

are reviewed and new cases are learned (genitive, dative and instrumental).  Verbs are 

reviewed and the future tense is added.  Verbal aspect (imperfective versus perfective) is  
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introduced.  Vocabulary and grammar are reinforced by the use of a reader. The culture and 

history of Russia are integrated into the course.  Skills in listening, speaking, reading and 

writing continue to be developed.  Recommended:  C or better in Russian 491. 

 

493 (AL) RUSSIAN 3rd YEAR               Grade 11-12        Credit 1 

This course is designed to reinforce and expand the student’s knowledge of verb 

conjugations in all tenses, adjective and noun declensions in all cases (singular and plural) 

and to increase the amount of active and passive vocabulary items.  A reader and other 

sources are used to supplement the basic text.  Various materials are used to further 

awareness of the culture and history of Russia.  Listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills continue to be developed.  Recommended:  C or better in Russian 492. 

 

494 (AL) RUSSIAN 4th YEAR                  Grade 12           Credit 1 

This course serves to strengthen the student’s understanding and ability to use verbs in 

all tenses and both aspects, to manipulate grammatical endings in all cases, to master a 

good amount of active vocabulary and to understand a large number of passive vocabulary 

items.  Various reading materials and grammatical exercises supplement the basic text.  

The culture and history of Russia continue to play an important role at this level.  

Listening, speaking, reading and writing skills continue to be developed. 

 


